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BECOMING A PILLAR

OF SUCCESS

Many of  you have been seek ing a p lan for  success in  your l i fe .
Th is  booklet  wi l l  bu i ld  you f rom the ins ide out rather  than s imply
create an i l lus ion of  conf idence.   These are God’s laws for  suc-
cess . . .  Success not on ly in  the bus iness wor ld but a lso in  persona l
areas such as fami ly,  f r iends and f inances.   These pr inc ip les revea l
nuggets of  t ruth va luab le in  a l l  forms of  human re lat ions .

You wi l l  f ind in  th is  booklet  that  success is  not necessar i ly
measured in  r iches or  fame,  but in  peace of  mind and in  fu l f i l lment .
You wi l l  f ind in  th is  booklet  that  there is  no such th ing as a Chr ist ian
bus inesses. . .  but  Chr ist ians who are in  bus iness!

When I  compi led th is  booklet  near ly  th i r ty years ago i t  was
because I  was look ing for  an operat ing system that  worked.   I  was
a product of  mot ivat ion,  goa ls  and pos i t ive menta l  att i tude,  but
found the i r  appl icat ion to be sha l low.  I  had read in  the B ib le that
the ch i ldren of  Is rae l  wandered for  forty years in  the wi lderness
even though the journey should have on ly taken e leven days .   I  d is -
covered that  i f  they had understood these Proverbs,  the i r  journey
would have been much shorter.   You are about to embark on a jour -
ney that  could change your l i fe .   In  the next forty pages you wi l l
f ind that  wisdom is  a sp i r i t ,  a  g i f t  f rom God that  wi l l  he lp you say
and do the r ight  th ing at  the r ight  t ime.

Th is  is  a  booklet  of  overcoming.   I t  has made i ts  way into the
hearts of  people around the wor ld .   Some of  the pr inc ip les have
been t rans lated into f ive languages.   The heart  of  the overcomer is
the same everywhere and God uses these people,  people l ike you,
to strateg ica l ly  advance His K ingdom.

I  cha l lenge you to consume these pr inc ip les as you would the
food that  you eat  and the a i r  that  you breathe.   I  cha l lenge you to
tru ly des i re the g i f t  of  wisdom and I  guarantee that  i f  you wi l l  com-
mit  yourse l f  to these pract ica l  pr inc ip les ,  th is  booklet  wi l l  change
your l i fe  – i t  changed mine.   Our ent i re company was t ransformed
because of  our  change in  th ink ing .
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� As for the one who overcomes, I will make�
him a pillar in the temple of my God. �

Revelations 3:12
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N.A., Elmhurst, I l l inois, al l r ights reserved – has been used as the text for
this booklet. The number at the end of each Proverb is the chapter and
verse of the Book of Proverbs in which that particular statement can be
found. Much care has been taken to present each proverb in a f lowing,
readable fashion, al lowing an entire subject to be explored ful ly.



MMAAKKEE AA QQUUAALLIITTYY CCHHOOIICCEE LLIIKKEE  SSOOLLOOMMOONN..  

Expect these th ings in  your l i fe .   They be long to you and are
God’s wi l l  for  you.   When you f ind wisdom, the K ingdom laws and
pr inc ip les wi l l  make you l ike Solomon;  hea l thy,  weal thy and wise .
Favors f rom God and people wi l l  be yours ,  and you wi l l  under-
stand what i t  means to “have these b less ings overtake you .”
( D e u t e ro n o m y  2 8 : 1 -1 4 ) Be l ieve and confess your r ights .   Only fear  and
unbel ief  can keep you f rom atta in ing God’s K ingdom and His wis-
dom.  Be l ieve and rece ive them now.  For  further  in format ion,  see
the conc lus ion .  
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1. I  have LENGTH of DAYS and LONG L I FE

added to me.  
2 .  I  am RELA X ED and PEACEFUL .  
3 . I  f ind FAVOR with GOD and MAN.  
4. I  have  H E A LT H i n  my body  and

MARROW to my bones.  
5 .  I  have barns F I LLED with PLENTY and I

am PROSPEROUS .  
6 . I  am HAPPY and SAT ISF I ED .  
7.  I  have LONG L I FE in  my r ight  hand and

RICHES and HONOR in my left  hand.  
8 .  I  have L I FE and my ways are F I LLED

with PLEASANTNESS .  
9 . I  wi l l  WALK ,  L IVE and DR IVE in  SAFETY .  
10.  I  wi l l  NOT FEAr  or  BE AFRA ID of  any-

th ing .
11. I  l ie  down, SLEEP WELL and SWEETLY .
12 . I  have a home PROTECTED aga inst  ev i l

and BLESSED with HEALTH ,  WEALTH and
WISDOM.

THE BBOOK OOF
WISDOM

In t roduct ion by John Schrock 

The book of  Proverbs is  one of  the most en l ighten ing books of
a l l  t ime.   I t  came about because a man made a wise cho ice .   Th is
man was a k ing who had a sp i r i tua l  dream in which God came and
of fered h im anyth ing he wanted.  ( I  K i n g s  3 : 5 -1 4 )

K ing Solomon chose to have wisdom and understand ing above
a l l  fame,  r iches,  honor and greatness .   L i t t le  d id he rea l i ze the va lue
of h is  cho ice .   Because he atta ined wisdom, he became the most
honored and r ichest  man of  h is  t ime.   H is  fame went throughout the
ent i re known wor ld and even today is  read by mi l l ions of  people
every year.  

KKIINNGGDDOOMM  BBYY--PPRROODDUUCCTTSS

Solomon ’s wisdom gave h im what we seek today.   He sought
after  wisdom, and i t  rewarded h im with wealth and fame.   Today we
seek wealth and fame,  destroy ing our  l ives in  search of  i t .   Wealth
and fame are by-products of  a  wise and f ru i t fu l  l i fe .  ( l  K i n g s  3 : 1 3 )

Wisdom is  the answer to l i fe  i tse l f.   Jesus sa id ,  “Seek ye f i rst  the
Kingdom of God and i ts  r ighteousness and a l l  these th ings sha l l  be
added unto you.”  ( M a t t h e w  6 : 3 3 )

K ingdom th ink ing is  the wisdom of God operat ing in  our  l ives
through Jesus.   When the K ingdom ru les in  our  l ives ,  we wi l l  not be
eas i ly  moved by emot ions .   We wi l l  not get “h igh” and make an
unwise dec is ion or  be d iscouraged when th ings do not go wel l .
Our l ives wi l l  be sound and stab le;  we wi l l  f ind ourse lves be ing
favored by God and people .  ( P ro v e r b s  3 : 4 )  

NNOOTT  JJUUSSTT AA  PPHHIILLOOSSOOPPHHYY

King Solomon wrote h is  exper iences as he found them.  These
wr i t ings are not a ph i losophy,  but are God’s wisdom for  l iv ing .   One
of the greatest  lessons of  wisdom in Solomon was that  he ru led 40
years without war.   He had the same enemies that  Sau l  and Dav id
d id ,  but  was at  peace with them.  They favored and respected h im,
which he lped to make h im great .   H is  words of  wisdom wi l l  do the
same for  us .   When you seek wisdom you wi l l  f ind the K ingdom of
God.   The fo l lowing are some of  the th ings you can expect in  your
l i fe .   They are a l l  found in  Chapter  3 of  Proverbs .   Be l ike Solomon
– accept them as yours and confess them da i ly.   Every be l iever  in
God should have these operat ing in  the i r  l ives .   Make th is  your con-
fess ion and seek out each one of  them unt i l  they become a rea l i ty.  
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FROM THE WRITINGS

OF A KING

These are the proverbs of  K ing Solomon of  Is rae l ,  Dav id ’s
son.
He wrote them to teach h is  people :
··     HHooww  ttoo  LL iivvee

··     HHooww  ttoo  AAcctt   aanndd  RReeaacctt   ttoo  SS ii ttuuaatt iioonnss

··     HHooww  ttoo  bbee  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  

1.1 “ I  want to make the s imple -minded wise,”  he sa id .   “ I  want
to warn young men about some problems they wi l l  face .   I
want those a l ready wise to become wiser  and become the
leaders by explor ing the depths of  mean ing in  these
nuggets of  t ruth .”  1 : 4 - 6

1. 2 Young men,  l i s ten to me as you would to your father.
L isten,  and grow wise,  for  I  speak the t ruth – don ’ t  turn
away:  For  I ,  too,  was once a son,  tender ly loved by my
mother as an on ly ch i ld ,  and the companion of  my father.
He to ld me never to forget h is  words.   “ I f  you fo l low
them,” he sa id , “ you wi l l  have a long and happy l i fe .   Learn
to be wise,”  he sa id ,  “and develop good judgment and
common sense!   I  cannot overemphas ize th is  po int .”   C l ing
to wisdom – she wi l l  protect  you.   Love her  – she wi l l
guard you.  
Gett ing wisdom is  the most important  th ing you can do!
And with your wisdom, develop common sense and good
judgment .   I f  you exa l t  wisdom, she wi l l  exa l t  you.   Hold
her fast  and she wi l l  lead you to great  honor;  she wi l l  p lace
a beaut i fu l  crown upon your head.   My son,  l i s ten to me
and do as I  say;  and you wi l l  have a long,  good l i fe .   I
would have you learn th is  great  fact :  that  a  l i fe  of  do ing
r ight  is  the wisest l i fe  there is .   I f  you l ive that  k ind of  l i fe,
you ’ l l not  l imp or  stumble as you run .   Carry out my
instruct ions;  don ’ t  forget them, for  they wi l l  lead you to
rea l  l iv ing .  4 : 1 -1 3

1. 3 How does a man become wise?  The f i rst  step is  to t rust
and reverence the Lord!   Only fools refuse to be taught .
L isten to your father  and mother.   What you learn f rom
them wi l l  stand you in  good stead;  i t  wi l l  ga in you many
honors .   1 : 7 - 9
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3 .1 Desp ise God’s Word and f ind yourse l f  in  t rouble .   Obey i t
and succeed.   1 3 : 1 3

3 . 2 God doesn ’ t  l i s ten to the prayers of  those who f lout  the
law.  2 8 : 9

HHUUMMIILLIITTYY

3 . 3 Don ’ t  demand an aud ience with the k ing as though you
were some powerfu l  pr ince.   I t  is  better  to wait  for  an inv i -
tat ion rather  than to be sent back to the end of  the l ine,
publ ic ly  d isgraced!   2 5 : 6 -7

3 .4 Humi l i ty  and reverence for  the Lord wi l l  make you both
wise and honored.   1 5 : 3 3

3 . 5 DDoonn’’ tt   pprraa ii ssee  yyoouurrssee ll ff ;;   lleett   ootthheerrss   ddoo  ii tt !!     2 7 : 2

3 . 6 Better  poor and humble than proud and r ich .   1 6 : 1 9

3 .7 True humi l i ty  and respect for  the Lord lead a man to r iches,
honor and long l i fe .   2 2 : 4

3 . 8 Pr ide leads to arguments ;  be humble,  take adv ice and
become wise.   1 3 : 1 0

3 . 9 Pr ide ends in  a  fa l l ,  whi le  humi l i ty  br ings honor.   2 9 : 2 3

3 .1 0 Pr ide ends in  destruct ion;  humi l i ty  ends in  honor.   1 8 : 1 2

HHAARRDD  WWOORRKK

3 .1 1 I l l - gotten ga in br ings no last ing happiness;  r ight  l iv ing
does.   The Lord wi l l  not  let  a  good man starve to death ,
nor  wi l l  He let  the wicked man ’s r iches cont inue forever.
Lazy men are soon poor;  hard workers get r ich .   A wise
youth makes hay whi le  the sun sh ines,  but  what a shame
to see a lad who sleeps away his hour of opportunity. 1 0 : 2 - 5

3 .1 2 Work hard and become a leader;  be lazy and never suc-
ceed.   1 2 : 2 4

3 .1 3 Wealth f rom gambl ing qu ick ly d isappears ;  weal th f rom hard
work grows.   1 3 : 1 1

3 .1 4 An empty stab le stays c lean – but there is  no income f rom
an empty stab le .   1 4 : 4

3 .1 5 Hunger is  good – i f  i t  makes you work to sat is fy i t !   1 6 : 2 6

3 .1 6

3 .1 7 Hard work means prosper i ty ;  on ly a fool  id les away h is
t ime.   1 2 : 1 1

3 .1 8 Hard work br ings prosper i ty ;  p lay ing around br ings poverty.
2 8 : 1 9

3 .1 9 Work br ings prof i t ;  ta lk  br ings poverty !   1 4 : 2 3

3 . 2 0 Steady p lodding br ings prosper i ty ;  hasty speculat ion br ings
poverty.   2 1 : 5

Do you know a hard working man? He shall be
successful and stand before kings!! 22:29 
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BUSINESS 
& LLEADERSHIP

2 .1 Wisdom has bu i l t  a  pa lace supported on seven p i l la rs ,  and
has prepared a great  banquet ,  and mixed the wines,  and
sent out her  maidens inv i t ing a l l  to come.   She ca l ls  f rom
the bus iest  intersect ions in  the c i ty,  “Come, you s imple
ones without good judgment ;  come to wisdom’s banquet
and dr ink the wines that  I  have mixed.   Leave beh ind your
fool ishness and beg in to l ive;  learn how to be wise .”  9 : 1 - 6

TTRRUUSSTT IINN  GGOODD

2 . 2 Trust  in  your money and down you go!   Trust  in  God and
f lour ish as a t ree!   1 1 : 2 8

2 . 3 Commit  your work to the Lord,  then i t  wi l l  succeed.   1 6 : 3

2 .4 God b lesses those who obey Him; happy is  the man who
puts h is  t rust  in  the Lord.   1 6 : 2 0

2 . 5 Better  a  l i t t le  with reverence for  God,  than great  t reasure
and t rouble with i t .   1 5 : 1 6

2 . 6 Greed causes f ight ing;  t rust ing God leads to prosper i ty.
2 8 : 2 5

2 .7 Go ahead and prepare for  the conf l ict ,  but  v ictory comes
from God.   2 1 : 3 1

2 . 8 When a man is  t ry ing to p lease God,  God makes even h is
worst  enemies to be at  peace with h im.   1 6 : 7

2 . 9 No one,  regard less of  how shrewd or wel l  adv ised he is ,
can stand aga inst  the Lord. 2 1 : 3 0

2 .1 0 God wi l l  he lp the k ing to judge the people fa i r ly ;  there
need be no mistakes.   1 6 : 1 0

2 .1 1 Do you want just ice?  Don ’ t  fawn on the judge,  but ask the
Lord for  i t !   2 9 : 2 6

2 .1 2 The road of  the godly leads upward,  leav ing he l l  beh ind.
1 5 : 2 4

2 .1 3 SSiinnccee  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ii ss   ddii rreecctt iinngg  oouurr   ss tteeppss,,   wwhhyy  tt rryy  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd
eevveerryytthh iinngg  tthhaatt   hhaappppeennss  aa lloonngg  tthhee  wwaayy??    2 0 : 2 4

2 .1 4 B lessed is  the man who reveres God,  but the man who
doesn ’ t  care is  headed for  ser ious t rouble .   2 8 : 1 4

PPIILLLLAARRSS OOFF SSUUCCCCEESSSS
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5 .1 Don ’ t  brag about your p lans for  tomorrow – wait  and see
what happens.   2 7 : 1

5 . 2 Develop your bus iness f i rst  before bu i ld ing your house.
2 4 : 2 7

5 . 3 Man proposes,  but  God d isposes.   1 9 : 2 1

5 .4 We can make our p lans,  but  the f ina l  outcome is  in  God’s
hands.   1 6 : 1

5 . 5 We toss the co in ,  but  i t  is  the Lord who contro ls  i ts  dec i -
s ion .   1 6 : 3 3

SSEELLFF--CCOONNTTRROOLL

AAtt tteenntt iioonn  RReeaaddeerrss ::   TThh ii ss   sseecctt iioonn  ii ss   vveerryy  iimmppoorr ttaanntt   ttoo  uunnddeerrss ttaanndd..   SSee ll ff --
CCoonntt rrooll   mmeeaannss  ccoonntt rrooll ll iinngg  tthhee  ttoonngguuee..     PP lleeaassee  rreeaadd  tthhee  EEppiiss tt llee  ooff   JJaammeess,,
CChhaapptteerr   33 ..   

5 . 6 A man without se l f - contro l  is  as defenseless as a c i ty with
broken-down wal ls .   2 5 : 2 8

5 .7 Se l f - contro l  means contro l l ing the tongue!   A qu ick retort
can ru in  everyth ing .   1 3 : 3

5 . 8 Keep your mouth c losed and you ’ l l  stay out of  t rouble .
2 1 : 2 3

5 . 9 I t  is  better  to be s low-tempered than famous;  i t  is  better
to have se l f - contro l  than to contro l  an army.   1 6 : 3 2

5 .1 0 Ev i l  words destroy.   Godly sk i l l  rebu i lds .   1 1 : 9

5 .1 1 A wise man ’s words express deep streams of  thought .   1 8 : 4

5 .1 2 From a wise mind comes carefu l  and persuas ive speech.
1 6 : 2 3

5 .1 3 A good man th inks before he speaks;  the ev i l  man pours
out h is  ev i l  words without a thought .   1 5 : 2 8

5 .1 4 TThhee  mmaann  ooff   ffeeww  wwoorrddss  aanndd  sseett tt lleedd  mmiinndd  ii ss   wwiissee;;   tthheerreeffoorree,,
eevveenn  aa  ffooooll   ii ss   tthhoouugghhtt   ttoo  bbee  wwiissee  wwhheenn  hhee  ii ss   ss ii lleenntt ..     II tt   ppaayyss  hh iimm
ttoo  kkeeeepp  hh ii ss   mmoouutthh  sshhuutt ..   1 7 : 2 7 -2 8

5 .1 5 A wise man th inks ahead;  a  fool  doesn ’ t ,  and even brags
about i t !   1 3 : 1 6

5 .1 6 The wise man conquers the strong man and leve ls h is
defenses.   2 1 : 2 2

5 .1 7 The wise man learns by l is ten ing;  the s impleton can learn
only by see ing scorners pun ished.   2 1 : 1 1

5 .1 8 Everyone enjoys g iv ing good adv ice,  and how wonderfu l  i t
is  to be ab le to say the r ight  th ing at  the r ight  t ime!   1 5 : 2 3

5 .1 9 A qu ick-tempered man starts f ights ;  a  cool - tempered man
tr ies to stop them.  1 5 : 1 8

5 . 2 0 There is  more hope for  a  fool  than for  a  man of  qu ick tem-
per.   2 9 : 2 0
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4.1 The Lord hates cheat ing and del ights in  honesty.   1 1 : 1

4. 2 Better  to be poor and honest than r ich and a cheater.   2 8 : 6

4. 3 Never fa lse ly accuse a man to h is  employer,  lest  he curse
you for  your s in .   3 0 : 1 0

4.4 The Lord demands fa i rness in  every bus iness dea l .   He
estab l ished th is  pr inc ip le .   1 6 : 1 1

4. 5 Better  to be poor and honest than r ich and d ishonest .   1 9 : 1

4. 6 AA  ll ii tt tt llee,,   ggaa iinneedd  hhoonneesstt llyy,,   ii ss   bbeett tteerr   tthhaann  aa  ggrreeaatt   wweeaall tthh  ggoott tteenn  bbyy
ddiisshhoonneesstt   mmeeaannss ..   1 6 : 8

4.7 Te l l ing the t ruth g ives a man great  sat is fact ion,  and hard
work returns many b less ings to h im.   1 2 : 1 4

4. 8 L ies wi l l  get  any man into t rouble,  but  honesty is  i ts  own
defense.   1 2 : 1 3

GGEENNEERROOSSIITTYY

4. 9 I f  you g ive to the poor,  your needs wi l l  be suppl ied!   But a
curse upon those who c lose the i r  eyes to poverty.   2 8 : 2 7

4.1 0 II tt   ii ss   ppoossss iibb llee  ttoo  gg iivvee  aawwaayy  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  rr iicchheerr !!     II tt   ii ss   aa ll ssoo  ppoossss ii --
bbllee  ttoo  hhoolldd  oonn  ttoooo  tt iigghhtt llyy  aanndd  lloossee  eevveerryytthh iinngg ..     YYeess,,   tthhee  ll iibbeerraa ll
mmaann  sshhaa ll ll   bbee  rr iicchh !!     BByy  wwaatteerr iinngg  ootthheerrss ,,   hhee  wwaatteerrss   hh iimmsseell ff ..   1 1 : 2 4 -2 5

EEFFFFEECCTTIIVVEE  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG

4.1 1 We should make p lans – count ing on God to d i rect  us .   1 6 : 9

4.1 2

4.1 3 The wise man looks ahead.   The fool  attempts to fool  h im-
se l f  and won ’ t  face facts .   1 4 : 8

4.1 4 A wise man is  caut ious and avoids danger;  a  fool  p lunges
ahead with great  conf idence.   1 4 : 1 6

4.1 5 A prudent man foresees the d i f f icu l t ies ahead and prepares
for  them; the s impleton goes b l ind ly on and suf fers the
consequences.   2 2 : 3

4.1 6 I t  is  dangerous and s infu l  to rush into the unknown.  1 9 : 2

4.1 7 Only a s impleton be l ieves everyth ing he ’ s to ld !   A prudent
man understands the need for  proof.   1 4 : 1 5

4.1 8 A sens ib le man watches for  problems ahead and prepares
to meet them.  The s impleton never looks,  and suf fers the
consequences.   2 7 : 1 2

4.1 9 I t  is  p leasant to see p lans develop.   That  is  why fools
refuse to g ive them up even when they are wrong.   1 3 : 1 9

4. 2 0 To p lan ev i l  i s  as wrong as do ing i t .   2 4 : 8

Any enterprise is built by wise planning, becomes
strong through common sense, and profits won-

derfully by keeping abreast of the facts. 24:3-4 
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7.1 II ff   yyoouu  pprrooff ii tt   ff rroomm  ccoonnsstt rruucctt iivvee  ccrr ii tt iicc ii ssmm  yyoouu  wwii ll ll   bbee  ee lleecctteedd  ttoo
tthhee  wwiissee  mmeenn’’ss   hhaa ll ll   ooff   ffaammee..     BBuutt   ttoo  rreejjeecctt   ccrr ii tt iicc ii ssmm  ii ss   ttoo  hhaarrmm
yyoouurrssee ll ff   aanndd  yyoouurr   oowwnn  bbeesstt   iinntteerreessttss ..     1 5 : 3 1 -3 2

7. 2 II tt   ii ss   aa  bbaaddggee  ooff   hhoonnoorr   ttoo  aacccceepptt   vvaa ll iidd  ccrr ii tt iicc ii ssmm..     2 5 : 1 2

CCOOMMMMOONN  SSEENNSSEE

7. 3 A rebuke to a man of  common sense is  more ef fect ive
than a hundred lashes on the back of  a  rebel .   1 7 : 1 0

7.4 GGoooodd  sseennssee  ii ss   ffaarr   mmoorree  vvaa lluuaabbllee  tthhaann  ggoolldd  oorr   pprreecc iioouuss  jjeewweellss ..
2 0 : 1 5

7. 5 A co in toss ends arguments and sett les d isputes between
powerfu l  opponents .   1 8 : 1 8

7. 6

7.7 The man who strays away f rom common sense wi l l  end up
dead!   2 1 : 1 6

7. 8 Can ’ t  you hear  the vo ice of  wisdom?  She is  stand ing at
the c i ty gates and at  every fork in  the road,  and at  the
door of  every house.   L isten to what she says:  “L isten,
men!”  she ca l ls .   “How fool ish and na ive you are!   Let  me
give you understand ing.   O fool ish ones,  let  me show you
common sense!   L isten to me!  For  I  have important  in for -
mat ion for  you.   Everyth ing I  say is  r ight  and t rue,  for  I  hate
l ies and every k ind of  decept ion .   My adv ice is  wholesome
and good.   There is  noth ing of  ev i l  in  i t .   My words are
pla in  and c lear  to anyone with ha l f  a  mind – i f  i t  is  on ly
open!   My instruct ion is  far  more va luab le than s i lver  or
gold .”  
For  the va lue of  wisdom is  far  above rub ies ;  noth ing can
be compared with i t .   Wisdom and good judgment l ive
together,  for  wisdom knows where to d iscover knowledge
and understand ing.   I f  anyone respects and fears God,  he
wi l l  hate ev i l .   For  wisdom hates pr ide,  ar rogance,  corrup-
t ion and dece i t  of  every k ind.  8 : 1 -1 3

TTHHEE  GGOOOODD  MMAANN

7. 9 Fo l low my adv ice,  my son;  a lways keep i t  in  mind and st ick
to i t .   Obey me and l ive!   Guard my words as your most
prec ious possess ion .   Wr i te them down, and a lso keep
them deep with in  your heart .   Love wisdom l ike a sweet-
heart ;  make her  a be loved member of  your fami ly.   Let  her

PPRROOFF II LLEE OOFF SSUUCCCCEESSSS

If you must choose, take a good name rather 
than great riches; for to be held in loving esteem

is better than silver and gold. 22:1
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6 .1 A fool  is  qu ick-tempered;  a  wise man stays cool  when
insu l ted.   1 2 : 1 6

6 . 2 A wise man contro ls  h is  temper.   He knows that  anger
causes mistakes.   1 4 : 2 9

6 . 3 A wise man restra ins h is  anger and over looks insu l ts .   Th is
is  to h is  cred i t .   1 9 : 1 1

6 .4 Don ’ t  repay ev i l  for  ev i l .   Wait  for  the Lord to handle the
matter.   2 0 : 2 2

QQUUAALLIITTYY  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTEESS

6 . 5 Keep away f rom angry,  short- tempered men,  lest  you learn
to be l ike them and endanger your soul .   2 2 : 2 4 -2 5

6 . 6 Don ’ t  envy godless men;  don ’ t  even enjoy the i r  company.
For  they spend the i r  days p lott ing v io lence and cheat ing .
2 4 : 1 -2

6 .7 Stop l is ten ing to teach ing that  contrad icts what you know
is r ight .   1 9 : 2 7

6 . 8

6 . 9 A wicked ru ler  wi l l  have wicked a ides on h is  staf f.   2 9 : 1 2

WWIISSEE CCOOUUNNSSEELL

6 .1 0 I f  you are look ing for  adv ice,  stay away f rom fools .   1 4 : 7

6 .1 1 Though good adv ice l ies deep with in  a counselor ’s  heart ,
the wise man wi l l  draw i t  out .   2 0 : 5

6 .1 2 GGeett   aa ll ll   tthhee  aaddvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  aanndd  bbee  wwiissee  tthhee  rreesstt   ooff   yyoouurr   ll ii ffee ..
1 9 : 2 0

6 .1 3 T imely adv ice is  as love ly as gold apples in  a  s i lver  basket .
2 5 : 1 1

6 .1 4 A fool  th inks he needs no adv ice,  but  a wise man l is tens to
others .  1 2 : 1 5

6 .1 5 When you remove dross f rom s i lver,  you have ster l ing
ready for  the s i lversmith .   When you remove corrupt men
from the k ing ’ s court ,  h is  re ign wi l l  be just  and fa i r.  2 5 : 4 - 5  

6 .1 6 Without wise leadersh ip,  a  nat ion is  in  t rouble;  but  with
good counselors there is  safety.   1 1 : 1 4

6 .1 7 P lans go wrong with too few counselors ;  many counselors
br ing success .   1 5 : 2 2

6 .1 8 Don ’ t  go to war without wise gu idance;  there is  safety in
many counselors .   2 4 : 6

6 .1 9 Don ’ t  go ahead with your p lans without the adv ice of  oth-
ers ;  don ’ t  go to war unt i l  they agree.   2 0 : 1 8

AACCCCEEPPTTIINNGG  CCRRIITTIICCIISSMM

6 . 2 0 I t  is  an honor to rece ive a f rank rep ly.   2 4 : 2 6

Be with wise men and become wise. Be with evil 
men and become evil. 13:20
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9 .1 The good man ’s l i fe  is  fu l l  of  l ight .   The s inner ’s  road is
dark and g loomy.   1 3 : 9

9 . 2 The good man eats to l ive,  whi le  the ev i l  man l ives to eat .
1 3 : 2 5

9 . 3 Only the good can g ive good adv ice .   Rebels cannot .   1 5 : 7  

9 .4 The good inf luence of  godly c i t i zens causes a c i ty to pros-
per,  but  the mora l  decay of  the wicked dr ives i t  downhi l l .
1 1 : 1 1

9 . 5 I f  a  man enjoys fo l ly,  someth ing is  wrong!   The sens ib le
stay on the pathways of  r ight .   1 5 : 2 1

9 . 6 Crooks are jea lous of  each other ’s  loot ,  whi le  good men
long to he lp each other.   1 2 : 1 2

9 .7 In iqu i ty is  atoned for  by mercy and t ruth ;  ev i l  i s  avo ided by
reverence for  God.   1 6 : 6

9 . 8 A man is  known by h is  act ions .   An ev i l  man l ives an ev i l
l i fe;  a  good man l ives a godly l i fe .   2 1 : 8

9 . 9 The backs l ider  gets bored with h imsel f ;  the godly man ’s
l i fe  is  exc i t ing .   1 4 : 1 4

PPRROOMMIISSEESS TTOO TTHHEE  GGOOOODD

9 .1 0 The Lord b lesses good men and condemns the wicked.  1 2 : 2

9 .1 1 The good man ’s goodness de l ivers h im;  the ev i l  man ’s
treachery is  h is  undoing.   1 1 : 6

9 .1 2 GGoodd  rreessccuueess  ggoooodd  mmeenn  ff rroomm  ddaannggeerr   wwhhii llee  lleett tt iinngg  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd
ffaa ll ll   iinnttoo  ii tt ..     1 1 : 8

9 .1 3 The good man f inds l i fe;  the ev i l  man,  death .   1 1 : 1 9

9 .1 4 The whole c i ty ce lebrates a good man ’s success – and
a lso the godless man ’s death .   1 1 : 1 0

9 .1 5 The good man can look forward to happiness,  whi le  the
wicked can expect on ly wrath .   1 1 : 2 3

9 .1 6 There is  t reasure in  be ing good,  but t rouble dogs the
wicked.   1 5 : 6

9 .1 7 Everyone admires a man with good sense,  but  a man with
a warped mind is  desp ised.   1 2 : 8

9 .1 8 The ev i l  man gets r ich for  the moment ,  but  the good man ’s
reward lasts forever.   1 1 : 1 8

9 .1 9 The path of  the godly leads away f rom ev i l;  he who fo l -
lows that  path is  safe .   1 6 : 1 7

9 . 2 0 Honor goes to k ind and grac ious women,  mere money to
crue l  men.   1 1 : 1 6

9 . 2 1 When a good man d ies ,  he leaves an inher i tance to h is
grandch i ldren;  but  when a s inner  d ies ,  h is  weal th is  stored
up for  the godly.   1 3 : 2 2
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hold you back f rom af fa i rs  with other  women – f rom l is -
ten ing to the i r  f lat tery.  7 : 1 - 5

8 .1 The good man is  covered with b less ings f rom head to foot ,
but an ev i l  man inward ly curses h is  luck .   We a l l  have
happy memor ies of  good men gone to the i r  reward,  but
the names of  wicked men st ink after  them.  The wise man
is g lad to be instructed,  but a se l f -suf f ic ient  fool  fa l ls  f lat
on h is  face.  
A good man has f i rm foot ing,  but  a crook wi l l  s l ip  and fa l l .
Wink ing at  s in  leads to sorrow; bold reproof leads to
peace.   There is  l iv ing t ruth in  what a good man says,  but
the mouth of  the ev i l  man is  f i l led with curses .   Hatred
st i rs  o ld quarre ls ,  but  love over looks insu l ts .  
Men with common sense are admired as counselors ;  those
without i t  are beaten as servants .   A wise man holds h is
tongue.   Only a fool  b lurts out everyth ing he knows;  that
on ly leads to sorrow and t rouble .  
The r ich man ’s weal th is  h is  on ly st rength .   The poor man ’s
poverty is  h is  on ly curse .   The good man ’s earn ings
advance the cause of  r ighteousness .   The ev i l  man squan-
ders h is  on s in .   Anyone wi l l ing to be corrected is  on the
pathway to l i fe .   Anyone refus ing has lost  h is  chance.   To
h ide hatred is  to be a l ia r;  to s lander is  to be a fool .   Don ’ t
ta lk  so much.   You keep of f  the f low!  When a good man
speaks,  he is  worth l is ten ing to,  but  the words of  fools are
a d ime a dozen.   A godly man g ives good adv ice,  but  a
rebel  is  destroyed by lack of  common sense.   The Lord’s
b less ing is  our  greatest  weal th .   A l l  our  work adds noth ing
to i t !   1 0 : 6 -2 2

FFRRUUIITTSS OOFF  RRIIGGHHTT  LLIIVVIINNGG

8 . 2 Godly men are growing a t ree that  bears l i fe - g iv ing f ru i t ,
and a l l  who win souls are wise .   1 1 : 3 0

8 . 3

8 .4 A good man is  gu ided by h is  honesty;  the ev i l  man is
destroyed by h is  d ishonesty.   1 1 : 3

8 . 5 A good man ’s mind is  f i l led with honest thoughts ;  an ev i l
man ’s mind is  crammed with l ies .   1 2 : 5

8 . 6 The good man asks adv ice f rom fr iends;  the wicked p lunge
ahead – and fa l l .   1 2 : 2 6

8 .7 A good man is  concerned for  the wel fare of  h is  an imals ,
but  even the k indness of  godless men is  crue l .   1 2 : 1 0

8 . 8 The good man knows the poor man ’s r ights ;  the godless
don ’ t  care .   2 9 : 7

The good man wins his case by careful argument;
the evil-minded only wants to fight. 13:2 
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1 1.1 I f  a  godly man compromises with the wicked,  i t  is  l ike pol -
lut ing a founta in or  muddying a spr ing .   2 5 : 2 6

1 1. 2 DDoonn’’ tt   aassssoocc iiaattee  wwii tthh  eevvii ll   mmeenn;;   ddoonn’’ tt   lloonngg  ffoorr   tthheeii rr   ffaavvoorrss   aanndd
ggii ff ttss ..     TThheeii rr   kk iinnddnneessss   ii ss   aa  tt rr iicckk;;   tthheeyy  wwaanntt   ttoo  uussee  yyoouu  aass   tthheeii rr
ppaawwnn..     TThhee  ddeell iicc iioouuss  ffoooodd  tthheeyy  sseerrvvee  wwii ll ll   ttuurrnn  ssoouurr   iinn  yyoouurr
ss ttoommaacchh  aanndd  yyoouu  wwii ll ll   vvoommii tt   ii tt ,,   aanndd  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttaakkee  bbaacckk  yyoouurr
wwoorrddss  ooff   aapppprreecc iiaatt iioonn  ffoorr   tthheeii rr   ““kk iinnddnneessss .. ””   2 3 : 6 - 8  

1 1. 3 Don ’ t  envy ev i l  men but cont inue to reverence the Lord a l l
the t ime,  for  sure ly you have a wonderfu l  future ahead of
you.   There is  hope for  you yet !   2 3 : 1 7 -1 8

1 1.4 Don ’ t  envy the wicked.   Don ’ t  covet h is  r iches .   For  the
ev i l  man has no future;  h is  l ight  wi l l  be snuf fed out .  2 4 : 1 9 -2 0

1 1. 5 Don ’ t  be hot-headed and rush to court !   You may start
someth ing you can ’ t  f in ish and go down before your ne igh-
bor in  shamefu l  defeat .   So d iscuss the matter  with h im
pr ivate ly.   Don ’ t  te l l  anyone e lse,  lest  he accuse you of
s lander and you can ’ t  withdraw what you sa id .   2 5 : 8 -1 0

1 1. 6 A man ’s courage can susta in h is  broken body;  but when
courage d ies ,  what hope is  lef t?   1 8 : 1 4

1 1.7 The g lory of  young men is  the i r  st rength ;  of  o ld men,  the i r
exper ience.   2 0 : 2 9

1 1. 8 A wise teacher makes learn ing a joy;  a  rebel l ious teacher
spouts fool ishness .   1 5 : 2

1 1. 9 The character  of  even a ch i ld  can be known by the way he
acts – whether  what he does is  pure and r ight .   2 0 : 1 1

1 1.1 0 Even honey seems taste less to a man who is  fu l l;  but  i f  he
is  hungry,  he ’ l l  eat  anyth ing!   2 7 : 7

1 1.1 1 K ind words are l ike honey – enjoyable and hea l thfu l .   1 6 : 2 4

1 1.1 2

1 1.1 3 The godly pray for  those who long to k i l l  them.  2 9 : 1 0

1 1.1 4 The good hate the badness of  the wicked.   The wicked
hate the goodness of  the good.   2 9 : 2 7

1 1.1 5 Do not rejo ice when your enemy meets t rouble .   Let  there
be no g ladness when he fa l ls  – for  the Lord may be d is -
p leased with you and stop pun ish ing h im!  2 4 : 1 7 -1 8

1 1.1 6 Open rebuke is  better  than h idden love!   2 7 : 5

1 1.1 7 A wise s lave wi l l  ru le h is  master ’s  wicked sons and share
the i r  estate .   1 7 : 2

1 1.1 8 BBee  ppaatt iieenntt   aanndd  yyoouu  wwii ll ll   ff iinnaa ll llyy  wwiinn,,   ffoorr   aa  ssooff tt   ttoonngguuee  ccaann  bbrreeaakk
hhaarrdd  bboonneess ..   2 5 : 1 5

1 1.1 9 Don ’ t  be conce i ted,  sure of  your own wisdom.  Instead,
t rust  and reverence the Lord,  and turn your back on ev i l;

You are a poor specimen if you can�t stand the
pressure of adversity. 24:10 
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1 0 .1 With good men in  author i ty,  the people rejo ice;  but  with
the wicked in  power,  they groan.   2 9 : 2

1 0 . 2 I f  a  k ing is  k ind,  honest and fa i r,  h is  k ingdom stands
secure .  2 0 : 2 8

1 0 . 3 What a shame – yes,  how stup id!  – to dec ide before
knowing the facts .  1 8 : 1 3

1 0 .4 Any story sounds t rue unt i l  someone te l ls  the other  s ide
and sets the record stra ight .  1 8 : 1 7

1 0 . 5 I t  is  a  horr ib le th ing for  a  k ing to do ev i l .   H is  r ight  to ru le
depends upon h is  fa i rness .  1 6 : 1 2

1 0 . 6 Gent le words cause l i fe  and hea l th ;  gr ip ing br ings d iscour-
agement .  1 5 : 4

1 0 .7 A re laxed att i tude lengthens a man ’s l i fe;  jea lousy rots i t
away.  1 4 : 3 0

1 0 . 8 The inte l l igent man is  a lways open to new ideas .   In  fact ,
he looks for  them. 1 8 : 1 5

1 0 . 9 I f  your enemy is  hungry;  g ive h im food!   I f  he is  th i rsty ;
g ive h im someth ing to dr ink!   Th is  wi l l  make h im ashamed
of h imsel f,  and God wi l l  reward you.  2 5 : 2 1 -2 2

1 0 .1 0 AA  kk iinngg  ss ii tt tt iinngg  aass   jjuuddggee  wweeiigghhss  aa ll ll   tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  ccaarreeffuu ll llyy,,   ddiiss tt iinn --
gguuii sshh iinngg  tthhee  tt rruuee  ff rroomm  ffaa ll ssee ..   2 0 : 8

1 0 .1 1 The man who tr ies to be good,  lov ing and k ind f inds l i fe,
r ighteousness and honor.   2 1 : 2 1

1 0 .1 2 A just  k ing g ives stab i l i ty  to h is  nat ion,  but  one who
demands br ibes destroys i t .   2 9 : 4

1 0 .1 3 A k ing who is  fa i r  to the poor sha l l  have a long re ign .  2 9 : 1 4

1 0 .1 4 Abi l i ty  to g ive wise adv ice sat is f ies l ike a good meal !  1 8 : 2 0

1 0 .1 5 An ev i l  man is  stubborn,  but  a godly man wi l l  recons ider.
2 l : 2 9

1 0 .1 6 I t  is  wrong for  a  judge to favor the wicked and condemn
the innocent .   1 8 : 5

1 0 .1 7 How short-s ighted to f ine the godly for  be ing good!   And
to pun ish nobles for  be ing honest !   1 7 : 2 6

1 0 .1 8 A wise k ing stamps out cr ime by severe pun ishment .   2 0 : 2 6

1 0 .1 9 When there is  mora l  rot  with in  a nat ion,  i ts  government
topples eas i ly ;  but  with honest ,  sens ib le leaders there is
stab i l i ty.   2 8 : 2

1 0 . 2 0 When d in ing with a r ich man,  be on your guard and don ’ t
stuf f  yourse l f,  though i t  an tastes so good;  for  he is  t ry ing
to br ibe you,  and no good is  go ing to come of  h is  inv i ta -
t ion .   2 3 : 1 -3

EEFFFFEECCTT IIVVEE LLEEAADDEERRSSHHIIPP
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1 3 .1 We can just i fy  our  every deed but God looks at  our
mot ives .   2 1 : 2

1 3 . 2 A k ing rejo ices in  servants who know what they are do ing;
he is  angry with those who cause t rouble .   1 4 : 3 5

1 3 . 3 A fa i thfu l  employee is  as ref resh ing as a cool  day in  the
hot summert ime.   2 5 : 1 3

1 3 .4 A workman may eat  f rom the orchard he tends;  anyone
should be rewarded who protects another ’s  interests .   2 7 : 1 8

FFIINNAANNCCIIAALL  AAWWAARREENNEESSSS

1 3 . 5 Son,  i f  you endorse a note for  someone you hard ly know,
guarantee ing h is  debt ,  you are in  ser ious t rouble .   You may
have t rapped yourse l f  by your agreement .   Qu ick!   Get out
of  i t  i f  you poss ib ly can!   Swal low your pr ide;  don ’ t  let
embarrassment stand in  the way.   Go and beg to have your
name erased.   Don ’ t  put  i t  of f.   Do i t  now.  Don ’ t  rest  unt i l
you do.   I f  you can get out of  th is  t rap you have saved
yourse l f  l ike a deer that  escapes f rom a hunter,  or  a  b i rd
f rom the net .   6 : 1 - 5

1 3 . 6 The wise man saves for  the future,  but  the fool ish man
spends whatever he gets .   2 1 : 2 0

1 3 .7

1 3 . 8 I t  is  poor judgment to counters ign another ’s  note,  to
become respons ib le for  h is  debts .   1 7 : 1 8

1 3 . 9 Unless you have the extra cash on hand,  don ’ t  counters ign
a note .   Why r isk everyth ing you own?  They’ l l  even take
your bed!   2 2 : 2 6 -2 7

1 3 .1 0 I t  is  r isky to make loans to strangers !   2 0 : 1 6

1 3 .1 1 Be sure you know a person wel l  before you vouch for  h is
cred i t !   Better  refuse than suf fer  later.   1 1 : 1 5

1 3 .1 2 The wor ld ’s  poorest  cred i t  r isk is  the man who agrees to
pay a st ranger ’s  debts .   2 7 : 1 3

1 3 .1 3 Don ’ t  withhold repayment of  your debts .   Don ’ t  say;
“Some other  t ime,”  i f  you can pay now.  Don ’ t  p lot  aga inst
your ne ighbor;  he is  t rust ing you.   Don ’ t  get into needless
f ights .   Don ’ t  envy v io lent  men.   Don ’ t  copy the i r  ways.
For  such men are an abominat ion to the Lord,  but  He g ives
His f r iendsh ip to the godly.   3 : 2 7 -3 2

BBRRIIBBEESS

1 3 .1 4 A g i f t  does wonders :  i t  wi l l  br ing you before men of  impor-
tance!   1 8 : 1 6

1 3 .1 5 A br ibe works l ike magic .   Whoever uses i t  wi l l  prosper.  1 7 : 8

(Th is  is  a  fact ,  but  not to be encouraged! )  

Just as the rich rule the poor, so the borrower is
servant to the lender. 22:7
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when you do that ,  then you wi l l  be g iven renewed hea l th
and v i ta l i ty.   Honor the Lord by g iv ing H im the f i rst  part  of
a l l  your  income, and He wi l l  f i l l  your  barns with wheat and
bar ley and overf low your wine vats with the f inest  wines .  
Young man,  do not resent i t  when God chastens and cor-
rects you,  for  H is  pun ishment is  proof of  H is  love.   Just  as
a father  pun ishes a son he de l ights in  to make h im better,
so the Lord corrects you.   3 : 7 -1 2

MMOOTTIIVVAATTIINNGG  PPEEOOPPLLEE

1 2 .1 A fa lse witness sha l l  be pun ished;  and a l ia r  sha l l  be
caught .  1 9 : 9

1 2 . 2 Putt ing conf idence in  an unre l iab le man is  l ike chewing with
a sore tooth ,  or  t ry ing to run on a broken foot .  2 5 : 1 9

1 2 . 3 Somet imes mere words are not enough – d isc ip l ine is
needed.   For  the words may not be heeded.  2 9 : 1 9

1 2 .4 Gu ide a horse with a whip,  a  donkey with a br id le,  and a
rebel  with a rod to h is  back!  2 6 : 3

1 2 . 5 To t rust  a  rebel  to convey a message is  as fool ish as cut -
t ing of f  your feet and dr ink ing po ison!  – Honor ing a rebel
wi l l  backf i re l ike a stone t ied to a s l ingshot !  2 6 : 6

1 2 . 6 PPuunn ii sshh   aa   mmoocckkeerr   aanndd  oo tthheerr ss   wwii ll ll   ll eeaa rrnn   ff rroomm  hh ii ss   eexxaammpp llee ..
RReepprroovvee  aa  wwiissee  mmaann  aanndd  hhee  wwii ll ll   bbee  tthhee  wwiisseerr ..     1 9 : 2 5

1 2 .7 A rebel  wi l l  misapply an i l lustrat ion so that  i ts  po int  wi l l  no
more be fe l t  than a thorn in  the hand of  a  drunkard .   2 6 : 9

1 2 . 8 The master  may get better  work f rom an untra ined appren-
t ice than f rom a sk i l led rebel .   2 6 : 1 0

1 2 . 9 Throw out the mocker,  and you wi l l  be r id  of  tens ion,  f ight -
ing and quarre ls .   2 2 : 1 0

1 2 .1 0 When argu ing with a rebel ,  don ’ t  use fool ish arguments as
he does,  or  you wi l l  become as fool ish as he is !   Pr ick h is
conce i t  with s i l ly  rep l ies !   2 6 : 4 - 6

1 2 .1 1 Pamper a servant f rom ch i ldhood,  and he wi l l  expect you
to t reat  h im as a son!   2 9 : 2 1

1 2 .1 2 An unre l i ab le  messenger  can  cause a  lo t  o f  t roub le .
Re l iab le communicat ion permits progress .   1 3 : 1 7

1 2 .1 3 I t  is  safer  to meet a bear  robbed of  her  cubs than a fool
caught in  h is  fo l ly.   1 7 : 1 2

FFAAIIRRNNEESSSS

1 2 .1 4 Many favors are showered on those who p lease the k ing .
1 6 : 1 5

1 2 .1 5 WWee  ccaann  aa llwwaayyss  ““pprroovvee””   tthhaatt   wwee  aarree  rr iigghhtt ,,   bbuutt   ii ss   tthhee  LLoorrdd  ccoonn --
vviinncceedd??    1 6 : 2
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UNDERSTANDING
PEOPLE

FFOOOOLLSS

1 5 .1 A short- tempered man is  a  fool .   He hates the man who is
pat ient .   1 4 : 1 7

1 5 . 2 A fool  gets into constant f ights .   H is  mouth is  h is  undoing!
H is  words endanger h im.   1 8 : 6 -7

1 5 . 3 Only a fool  desp ises h is  father ’s  adv ice;  a  wise son con-
s iders each suggest ion .   1 5 : 5

1 5 .4 Fools start  f ights everywhere whi le  wise men t ry to keep
peace.   2 9 : 8

1 5 . 5 There ’s  no use argu ing with a fool .   He on ly rages and
scof fs ,  and tempers f la re .   2 9 : 9

1 5 . 6 A wise man doesn ’ t  d isp lay h is  knowledge,  but a fool  d is -
p lays h is  fool ishness .   1 2 : 2 3

1 5 .7 As a dog returns to h is  vomit ,  so a fool  repeats h is  fo l ly.
2 6 : 1 1

1 5 . 8 In  the mouth of  a  fool  a  proverb becomes as use less as a
para lyzed leg .   2 6 : 7

1 5 . 9 WWiissddoomm  ii ss   tthhee  mmaaiinn  ppuurrssuu ii tt   ooff   sseennss iibb llee  mmeenn,,   bbuutt   aa  ffooooll ’’ ss   ggooaa ll ss
aarree  aatt   tthhee  eennddss  ooff   tthhee  eeaarr tthh !!   1 7 : 2 4

1 5 .1 0 I t  doesn ’ t  seem r ight  for  a  fool  to succeed or  for  a  s lave
to ru le over pr inces!   1 9 : 1 0

1 5 .1 1 A man may ru in h is  chances by h is  own fool ishness and
then b lame i t  on the Lord!   1 9 : 3

1 5 .1 2 I f  you have been a fool  by be ing proud or  p lott ing ev i l ,
don ’ t  brag about i t  –  cover your mouth with your hand in
shame.   3 0 : 3 2

1 5 .1 3 There is  one th ing worse than a fool ,  and that  is  a  man
who is  conce i ted.   2 6 : 1 2

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO  FFOOOOLLSS

1 5 .1 4 Honor doesn ’ t  go with fools any more than snow with
summert ime or  ra in  with harvest t ime!   2 6 : 1

1 5 .1 5 The fool  who provokes h is  fami ly  to anger and resentment
wi l l  f ina l ly  have noth ing worthwhi le  lef t .   He sha l l  be the
servant of  a  wiser  man.   1 1 : 2 9
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1 4.1 Only a stup id pr ince wi l l  oppress h is  people,  but  a k ing wi l l
have a long re ign i f  he hates d ishonesty and br ibes .   2 8 : 1 6

1 4. 2

1 4. 3 He who ga ins by opress ing the poor and br ib ing the r ich
sha l l  end in  poverty.   2 1 : 1 3

1 4.4 I t  is  wrong to accept a br ibe to twist  just ice .   1 7 : 2 3

1 4. 5 An angry man may be s i lenced by a br ibe,  whi le  the good
man loves t ruth and just ice .   But the ev i l  man fears these
beyond a l l  e lse,  for  they spel l  h is  doom. ( 2 1)

1 4. 6 God loathes the g i f ts  of  ev i l  men,  espec ia l ly  i f  they are t ry-
ing to br ibe H im!  2 1 : 2 7

FFAALLLLAACCYY OOFF RRIICCHHEESS

1 4.7 R iches can d isappear  fast .   And the k ing ’s crown doesn ’ t
stay in  h is  fami ly  forever – so watch your bus iness inter -
ests c lose ly.   Know the state of  your f locks and your
herds;  then there wi l l  be lamb ’s wool  enough for  c loth ing,
and goat ’s  mi lk  enough for  food for  a l l  your  household
after  the hay is  harvested,  and the new crop appears ,  and
the mounta in grasses are gathered in .   2 7 : 2 3 -2 7

1 4. 8 Your r iches won ’ t  he lp you on Judgment Day;  on ly r ight -
eousness counts then.   1 1 : 4

1 4. 9 OO  GGoodd,,   II   bbeegg  ttwwoo  ffaavvoorrss   ff rroomm  yyoouu  bbeeffoorree  II   ddiiee ::   ff ii rrss tt ,,   hhee llpp  mmee
nneevveerr   ttoo  ttee ll ll   aa  ll iiee ..     SSeeccoonndd,,   gg iivvee  mmee  nneeii tthheerr   ppoovveerr ttyy  nnoorr   rr iicchheess !!
GGiivvee  mmee  jjuusstt   eennoouugghh  ttoo  ssaatt ii ssffyy  mmyy  nneeeeddss !!     FFoorr   ii ff   II   ggrrooww  rr iicchh,,   II
mmaayy  bbeeccoommee  ccoonntteenntt   wwii tthhoouutt   GGoodd..     AAnndd  ii ff   II   aamm  ttoooo  ppoooorr ,,   II   mmaayy
sstteeaa ll ,,   aanndd  tthhuuss  iinnssuu ll tt   GGoodd’’ss   hhoollyy  nnaammee..   3 0 : 7 - 9

1 4.1 0 Don ’ t  weary yourse l f  t ry ing to get r ich .   Why waste your
t ime?  For  r iches can d isappear  as though they had the
wings of  a  b i rd !   2 3 : 4 - 5

1 4.1 1 Try ing to get r ich qu ick is  ev i l  and leads to poverty.   2 8 : 2 2

1 4.1 2

1 4.1 3 G iv ing preferred t reatment to r ich people is  a  c lear  case of
se l l ing one ’s soul  for  a  p iece of  bread.   2 8 : 2 1

1 4.1 4 The man who wants to do r ight  wi l l  get  a  r ich reward.   But
the man who wants to get r ich qu ick wi l l  qu ick ly fa i l .  2 8 : 2 0  

1 4.1 5 The r ich man th inks of  h is  weal th as an impregnable
defense,  a  h igh wal l  of  safety.   What a dreamer!   1 8 : 1 1

Ambition and death are alike in this: neither is
ever satisfied. 27:20

Dishonest money brings grief to all the family,
but hating bribes brings happiness. 15:27 
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LLAAZZIINNEESSSS

1 7.1 Take a lesson f rom the ants ,  you lazy fe l low.  Learn f rom
the i r  ways and be wise!   For  though they have no k ing to
make them work,  yet  they labor hard a l l  summer,  gather ing
food for  the winter.   But you – a l l  you do is  s leep.   When
wi l l  you wake up?  “Let me s leep a l i t t le  longer !”   Sure,  just
a l i t t le  more!   And as you s leep,  poverty creeps upon you
l ike a robber and destroys you;  want attacks you in  fu l l
a rmor.   6 : 6 -1 1

1 7. 2

1 7. 3 A lazy man won ’ t  even dress the game he gets whi le  hunt-
ing,  but  the d i l igent man makes good use of  everyth ing he
f inds .   1 2 : 2 7

1 7.4 I  walked by the f ie ld of  a  certa in  lazy fe l low and saw that
i t  was overgrown with thorns,  and covered with weeds;
and i ts  wal ls  were broken down.   Then,  as I  looked,  I
learned th is  lesson:  “A l i t t le  extra s leep,  a  l i t t le  more s lum-
ber,  a  l i t t le  fo ld ing of  the hands to rest”  means that  pover-
ty wi l l  break in  upon you suddenly l ike a robber,  and v io-
lent ly  l ike a band i t .   2 4 : 3 0 -3 4

1 7. 5 Let  me descr ibe for  you a worth less and a wicked man;
f i rst ,  he is  a  constant l i a r;  he s igna ls  h is  t rue intent ions to
h is  f r iends with eyes and feet and f ingers .   He is  a lways
th ink ing up new schemes to swindle people .   He st i rs  up
trouble everywhere .   But he wi l l  be destroyed suddenly,
broken beyond hope of  hea l ing .   6 : 1 2 -1 5

1 7. 6 A lazy fe l low is  a  pa in to h is  employers – l ike smoke in
the i r  eyes or  v inegar  that  sets the teeth on edge.   1 0 : 2 6

1 7.7 A lazy man is  brother  to the saboteur.   1 8 : 9

1 7. 8 The lazy man is  fu l l  of  excuses.  “ I  can ’ t  go to work!”  he
says .  “ I f  I  go outs ide I  might  meet a l ion in  the street and
be k i l led!”   2 2 : 1 3

1 7. 9 The lazy man longs for  many th ings but h is  hands refuse to
work.   He is  greedy to get ,  whi le  the godly love to g ive .
2 1 : 2 5 -2 6

1 7.1 0 A lazy man s leeps soundly – and he goes hungry!   1 9 : 1 5

1 7.1 1 Lazy people want much but get l i t t le,  whi le  the d i l igent are
prosper ing .   1 3 : 4

1 7.1 2 The lazy man won ’ t  go out and work.  “There might be a
l ion outs ide!”  he says .   He st icks to h is  bed l ike a door to
i ts  h inges!   He is  too t i red even to l i f t  h is  food f rom h is
d ish to h is  mouth!   Yet in  h is  own opin ion he is  smarter
than seven wise men.   2 6 : 1 3 -1 6

It is better to get your hands dirty - and eat, than
to be too proud to work - and starve. 12:9 
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MMOOCCKKEERRSS

1 6 .1 A mocker stays away f rom wise men because he hates to
be scolded.   1 5 : 1 2

1 6 . 2 MMoocckkeerrss   aarree  pprroouudd,,   hhaauugghhttyy  aanndd  aarr rrooggaanntt ..     2 I : 2 4

1 6 . 3 A wise youth accepts h is  father ’s  rebuke;  a  young mocker
doesn ’ t .   1 3 : 1

1 6 .4 A wise man is  hungry for  t ruth ,  whi le  the mocker feeds on
trash .   1 5 : 1 4

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO MMOOCCKKEERRSS

1 6 . 5 Mockers and rebels sha l l  be severe ly pun ished.   1 9 : 2 9

1 6 . 6 A man who mocks h is  father  and desp ises h is  mother sha l l
have h is  eye p lucked out by ravens and eaten by vu l tures .
3 0 : 1 7

1 6 .7 Mock ing the poor is  mock ing the God who made them.  He
wi l l  pun ish those who rejo ice at  others misfortunes.   1 7 : 5

RREEBBEELLSS

1 6 . 8 The rebel  walks a thorny,  t reacherous road;  the man who
values h is  sou l  wi l l  stay away.   2 2 : 5

1 6 . 9 The rebel ’s  schemes are s infu l ,  and the mocker is  the
scourge of  a l l  mank ind.   2 4 : 9

1 6 .1 0 AA  rreebbeell   ddooeessnn’’ tt   ccaarree  aabboouutt   tthhee  ffaaccttss ..     AAll ll   hhee  wwaannttss   ttoo  ddoo  ii ss   yyeell ll ..
1 8 : 2

1 6 .1 1 A rebel  shouts in  anger;  a  wise man holds h is  temper in
and cools i t .   2 9 : 1 1

1 6 .1 2 A rebel ’s  f rustrat ions are heav ier  than sand and rocks .   2 7 : 3

1 6 .1 3 Truth f rom a rebel  or  l ies f rom a k ing are both unexpected.
1 7 : 7

1 6 .1 4 The common bond of  rebels is  the i r  gu i l t .   The common
bond of  godly people is  good wi l l .   1 4 : 9

1 6 .1 5 You can ’ t  separate a rebel  f rom h is  fool ishness though you
crush h im to powder.   2 7 : 2 2

1 6 .1 6 Don ’ t  waste your breath on a rebel .   He wi l l  desp ise the
wisest adv ice .   2 3 : 9

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO  RREEBBEELLSS

1 6 .1 7 Wisdom is  too much for  a  rebel .   He ’ l l  not  be chosen as a
counselor !   2 4 : 7

1 6 .1 8 TThhee  mmaann  wwhhoo  ii ss   ooff tteenn  rreepprroovveedd  bbuutt   rreeffuusseess  ttoo  aacccceepptt   ccrr ii tt iicc ii ssmm
wwii ll ll   ssuuddddeennllyy  bbee  bbrrookkeenn  aanndd  nneevveerr   hhaavvee  aannootthheerr   cchhaannccee..     2 9 : 1

1 6 .1 9 I t  is  senseless to pay tu i t ion to educate a rebel  who has
no heart  for  t ruth .   1 7 : 1 6
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FFRRIIEENNDDSS

1 9 .1 Never abandon a f r iend – e i ther  yours or  your father ’s .
Then you won ’ t  need to go to a d istant  re lat ive for  he lp in
your t ime of  need.   2 7 : 1 0

1 9 . 2 I t  is  harder  to win back the f r iendsh ip of  an of fended
brother  than to capture a fort i f ied c i ty.   H is  anger shuts
you out l ike i ron bars .   1 8 : 1 9

1 9 . 3 A t rue f r iend is  a lways loya l ,  and a brother  is  born to he lp
in t ime of  need.   1 7 : 1 7

1 9 .4 Love forgets mistakes;  nagg ing about them parts the best
of  f r iends.   1 7 : 9

1 9 . 5 Most people wi l l  te l l  you what loya l  f r iends they are,  but
are they te l l ing the t ruth?  2 0 : 6

1 9 . 6 There are “f r iends” who pretend to be f r iends,  but  there is
a f r iend who st icks c loser  than a brother.   1 8 : 2 4

1 9 .7 A wealthy man has many “f r iends:”  the poor man has none
left .   1 9 : 4

1 9 . 8 Even h is  own ne ighbors desp ise the poor man,  whi le  the
r ich have many “f r iends.”   1 4 : 2 0

1 9 . 9 Many beg favors f rom a man who is  generous;  everyone is
h is  f r iend!   1 9 : 6

1 9 .1 0

1 9 .1 1 He who va lues grace and t ruth is  the k ing ’s  f r iend.   2 2 : 1 1

1 9 .1 2 I f  you shout a p leasant greet ing to a f r iend too ear ly  in  the
morn ing,  he wi l l  count i t  as a curse!   2 7 : 1 4

1 9 .1 3 Wounds f rom a f r iend are better  than k isses f rom an
enemy!  2 7 : 6

1 9 .1 4 A f r iendly d iscuss ion is  as st imulat ing as the sparks that
f ly  when i ron str ikes i ron .   2 7 : 1 7

1 9 .1 5 Fr iendly suggest ions are as p leasant as perfume.   2 7 : 9

1 9 .1 6 Don ’ t  v is i t  your ne ighbor too often,  or  you wi l l  outwear
your welcome!  2 5 : 1 7

KKEEEEPPIINNGG  PPRROOMMIISSEESS

1 9 .1 7 God del ights in  those who keep the i r  promises,  and abhors
those who don ’ t .   1 2 : 2 2

1 9 .1 8 OOnnee  wwhhoo  ddooeessnn’’ tt   gg iivvee  tthhee  gg ii ff tt   hhee  pprroommiisseedd  ii ss   ll ii kkee  aa  cc lloouudd  bbllooww --
iinngg  oovveerr   aa  ddeesseerr tt   wwii tthhoouutt   ddrrooppppiinngg  aannyy  rraa iinn ..     2 5 : 1 4

A mirror reflects a man�s face, but what he is�s
really like is shown by the kind of friends he

chooses. 27:19 

UUNNDDEERRSSTTAANNDDIINNGG HHUUMMAANN RREELLAATTIIOONNSS
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1 8 .1 Some men are so lazy they won ’ t  even feed themselves!
1 9 : 2 4

1 8 . 2 Id le hands are the dev i l ’s  workshop;  id le l ips are h is  mouth-
p iece.   1 6 : 2 7

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO TTHHEE  LLAAZZYY

1 8 . 3 I f  you won ’ t  p low in the co ld you won ’ t  eat  at  the harvest .
2 0 : 4

1 8 .4 AA  llaazzyy  ffee ll llooww  hhaass  tt rroouubbllee  aa ll ll   tthhrroouugghh  ll ii ffee;;   tthhee  ggoooodd  mmaann’’ss   ppaatthh  ii ss
eeaassyy!!     1 5 : 1 9

1 8 . 5 I f  you love s leep,  you wi l l  end in  poverty.   Stay awake,
work hard,  and there wi l l  be p lenty to eat !   2 0 : 1 3

1 8 . 6 My son,  watch your step before the Lord and the k ing,  and
don ’ t  assoc iate with rad ica ls .   For  you wi l l  go down with
them to sudden d isaster,  and who knows where i t  a l l  wi l l
end? 2 4 : 2 1 -2 2

1 8 .7 I f  young toughs te l l  you,  “Come and jo in us” – turn your
back on them!  “We’ l l  h ide and rob and k i l l ,”  they say;
“Good or  bad,  we’ l l  t reat  them a l l  a l ike!   And the loot we’ l l
get !   A l l  k inds of  stuf f !   Come on,  throw in your lot  with
us;  we ’ l l  sp l i t  with you in  equa l  shares .”  
Don ’ t  do i t ,  son!   Stay far  f rom men l ike that ,  for  cr ime is
the i r  way of  l i fe,  and murder is  the i r  spec ia l ty.   When a b i rd
sees a t rap be ing set ,  i t  stays away,  but not these men;
they t rap themselves!   They lay a booby t rap for  the i r  own
l ives .   Such is  the fate of  a l l  who l ive by v io lence and mur-
der.   They wi l l  d ie a v io lent  death .   1 : 1 0 -1 9

1 8 . 8 I f  you rebuke a mocker,  you wi l l  on ly get a smart  retort ;
yes,  he wi l l  snar l  at  you.   So don ’ t  bother  with h im;  he wi l l
on ly hate you for  t ry ing to he lp h im.   But a wise man,
when rebuked,  wi l l  love you a l l  the more.   Teach a wise
man,  and he wi l l  be the wiser;  teach a good man,  and he
wi l l  learn more.   For  the reverence and fear  of  God are
bas ic  to a l l  wisdom.  Knowing God resu l ts  in  every other
k ind of  understand ing.   “ I ,  Wisdom, wi l l  make the hours of
your day more prof i tab le and the years of  your l i fe  more
fru i t fu l .”   Wisdom is  i ts  own reward,  and i f  you scorn her,
you hurt  on ly yourse l f.   9 : 7 -1 2
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KK ii nn gg dd oo mm   CC oo nn cc ee pp tt ss
These are the benefits you will get from being a hard worker:
1. SSeeccuurr ii ttyy :  because you will put your trust in God and your 

developed abili ties.
2. WWeeaall tthh :  because you keep increasing your value and wage.
3. HHaappppiinneessss : because you know you have earned your 

position in life.



OOPPPPRREESSSSIINNGG TTHHEE  PPOOOORR

2 1.1 I t  is  wrong to sentence the poor and let  the r ich go f ree .
He who says to the wicked,  “You are innocent ,”  sha l l  be
cursed by many people of  many nat ions;  but  b less ings
sha l l  be showered on those who rebuke s in  fear less ly.
2 4 : 2 3 -2 5

2 1. 2 YYoouu  sshhoouulldd  ddeeffeenndd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ccaannnnoott   hhee llpp  tthheemmsseellvveess ..     YYeess,,
ssppeeaakk  uupp  ffoorr   tthhee  ppoooorr   aanndd  hheellpplleessss ,,   aanndd  sseeee  tthhaatt   tthheeyy  ggeett   jjuuss --
tt iiccee..     3 1 : 8 - 9

2 1. 3 The poor man p leads and the r ich man answers with
insu l ts .   1 8 : 2 3

2 1.4 Rescue those who are unjust ly  sentenced to death ;  don ’ t
stand back and let  them d ie .   Don ’ t  t ry to d isc la im respon-
s ib i l i ty  by say ing you d idn ’ t  know about i t .   For  God,  who
knows a l l  hearts ,  knows yours ,  and he knows you knew!
And He wi l l  reward everyone accord ing to h is  deeds. 2 4 : 1 1 -1 2

2 1. 5 Don ’ t  test i fy  sp i tefu l ly  aga inst  an innocent ne ighbor.   Why
l ie  about h im?  Don t  say,  “Now I  can pay h im back for  a l l
h is  meanness to me!”   2 4 : 2 8 -2 9

2 1. 6 Don ’ t  stea l  the land of  the defenseless orphans by moving
the i r  anc ient  boundary marks,  for  the i r  Redeemer is  st rong;
He Himsel f  wi l l  accuse you.   2 3 : 1 0 -1 1

2 1.7 Do not move the anc ient  boundary marks .   That  is  stea l ing .
2 2 : 2 8

2 1. 8 A wicked ru ler  is  as dangerous to the poor as a l ion or  bear
attack ing them.  2 8 : 1 5

2 1. 9 The unjust  tyrant  wi l l  reap d isaster  and h is  re ign of  ter ror
sha l l  end.   2 2 : 8

2 1.1 0 When a poor man oppresses those even poorer,  he is  l ike
an unexpected f lood sweeping away the i r  last  hope.   2 8 : 3

2 1.1 1 Income f rom explo i t ing the poor wi l l  end up in  the hands of
someone who p i t ies them.  2 8 : 8

2 1.1 2 Don ’ t  rob the poor and s ick!   For  the Lord is  the i r  defend-
er.   I f  you injure them He wi l l  pun ish you.  2 2 : 2 2 -2 3

2 1.1 3 He who shuts h is  ears to the cr ies of  the poor wi l l  be
ignored in  h is  own t ime of  need.   2 1 : 1 3

2 1.1 4 To desp ise the poor is  to s in .   B lessed are those who he lp
them.  1 4 : 2 1

2 1.1 5 Anyone who oppresses the poor is  insult ing God who made
them. To help the poor is  to honor God.  1 4 : 3 1

2 1.1 6 When you he lp the poor you are lend ing to the Lord – and
He pays wonderfu l  interest  on your loan!   1 9 : 1 7

2 1.1 7 Happy is  the generous man,  the one who feeds the poor.
2 2 : 9
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2 0 .1 I t  is  fool ish and rash to make a promise to the Lord before
count ing the cost .   2 0 : 2 5

DDIISSCCOOUURRAAGGEEMMEENNTT

2 2 . 2 Only the person involved can know h is  own b i t terness or
joy – no one e lse can rea l ly  share i t .   1 4 : 1 0

2 0 . 3 A happy face means a g lad heart ;  a  sad face means a
break ing heart .   1 5 : 1 3

2 0 .4 Laughter  cannot mask a heavy heart .   When the laughter
ends,  the gr ief  remains .   1 4 : 1 3

2 0 . 5 When a man is  g loomy, everyth ing seems to go wrong;
when he is  cheerfu l ,  everyth ing seems r ight !   1 5 : 1 5

EENNCCOOUURRAAGGEEMMEENNTT

2 0 . 6 A curse on those who lead astray the godly.   But men who
encourage the upr ight  to do good sha l l  be g iven a worth-
whi le  reward.   2 8 : 1 0

2 0 .7

2 0 . 8 P leasant  s ights  and good reports  g ive happ iness and
hea l th .   1 5 : 3 0

2 0 . 9 A cheerfu l  heart  does good l ike medic ine,  but  a broken
sp i r i t  makes one s ick .   1 7 : 2 2

2 0 .1 0 Anx ious hearts are very heavy but a word of  encourage-
ment does wonders!   1 2 : 2 5

2 0 .1 1 Good news f rom far  away is  l ike co ld water  to the th i rsty.
2 5 : 2 5

TTHHEE  RRIICCHH AANNDD TTHHEE  PPOOOORR

2 0 .1 2 Some r ich people are poor,  and some poor people have
great  weal th !   1 3 : 7

2 0 .1 3 A poor man ’s own brothers turn away f rom h im in embar-
rassment ;  how much more h is  f r iends!   He ca l ls  af ter  them
but they are gone.   1 9 : 7

2 0 .1 4 The r ich and the poor are a l ike before the Lord who made
them a l l .   2 2 : 2

2 0 .1 5 R ich and poor are a l ike in  th is :  each depends on God for
l ight .   2 9 : 1 3

2 0 .1 6 A poor man ’s farm may have good so i l ,  but  injust ice robs
h im of  i ts  r iches .   1 3 : 2 2

2 0 .1 7 A man who loves p leasure becomes poor;  wine and luxury
are not the way to r iches!   2 1 : 1 7

2 0 .1 8 Be ing k idnapped and he ld for  ransom never worr ies the
poor man!   1 3 : 8

Your own soul is nourished when you are kind; it 
is destroyed when you are cruel. 11:17
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2 3 .1 The se l f ish man quarre ls  aga inst  every sound pr inc ip le of
conduct by demanding h is  own way.   1 8 : 1

2 3 . 2 I t  is  an honor for  a  man to stay out of  a  f ight .   Only fools
ins ist  on quarre l ing .   2 0 : 3

2 3 . 3 I t  is  hard to stop a quarre l  once i t  starts ,  so don ’ t  let  i t
beg in .   1 7 : 1 4

GGOOSSSSIIPP AANNDD  LLIIEESS

2 3 .4 Te l l ing l ies about someone is  as harmfu l  as h i t t ing h im with
an axe,  or  wounding h im with a sword,  or  shoot ing h im
with a sharp ar row.  2 5 : 1 8

2 3 . 5 A man who is  caught ly ing to h is  ne ighbor and says,  “ I  was
just  fool ing,”  is  l ike a madman throwing around f i rebrands,
ar rows and death!   2 6 : 1 8 -1 9

2 3 . 6 Truth stands the test  of  t ime;  l ies are soon exposed.   1 2 : 1 9

2 3 .7 A t ruthfu l  witness never l ies ;  a  fa lse witness a lways l ies .
1 4 : 5

2 3 . 8 A worth less witness cares noth ing for  t ruth – he enjoys h is
s inn ing too much.   1 9 : 2 8

2 3 . 9 A witness who te l ls  the t ruth saves good men f rom be ing
sentenced to death ,  but  a fa lse witness is  a  t ra i tor.   1 4 : 2 5

2 3 .1 0 Don ’ t  te l l  your  secrets to a goss ip un less you want them
broadcast to the wor ld .   2 0 : 1 9

2 3 .1 1 Goss ip is  a  da inty morse l  eaten with great  re l ish .   2 6 : 2 2

2 3 .1 2 AA  ggoossss iipp  ggooeess  aarroouunndd  sspprreeaaddiinngg  rruummoorrss ,,   wwhhii llee  aa  tt rruussttwwoorr tthhyy
mmaann  tt rr iieess  ttoo  qquuiieett   tthheemm..   1 1 : 1 3

2 3 .1 3 F i re goes out for  lack of  fue l ,  and tens ions d isappear when
goss ip stops.   2 6 : 2 0

2 3 .1 4 The Lord desp ises those who say that  bad is  good,  and
good is  bad.   1 7 : 1 5

2 3 .1 5 Some people l ike to make cutt ing remarks,  but  the words
of the wise soothe and hea l .   1 2 : 1 8

2 3 .1 6 Those who love to ta lk  wi l l  suf fer  the consequences.   Men
have d ied for  say ing the wrong th ing!   1 8 : 2 1

2 3 .1 7 What da inty morse ls  rumors are .   They are eaten with
great  re l ish !   l 8 : 8

2 3 .1 8 An undeserved curse has no ef fect .   I ts  intended v ict im
wi l l  be no more harmed by i t  than by a sparrow or swal low
f l i t t ing through the sky.   2 6 : 2

FFAATTHHEERRSS

2 3 .1 9 I t  is  a  wonderfu l  her i tage to have an honest father.   2 0 : 7

UUNNDDEERRSSTTAANNDDIINNGG TTHHEE FFAAMMIILLYY
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BBAADD  RREELLAATTIIOONNSSHHIIPPSS

2 2 .1 Being happy- go- lucky around a person whose heart is heavy
is as bad as steal ing h is jacket in cold weather,  or rubbing
salt  in h is wounds. 2 5 : 2 0

2 2 . 2 I t  is  better  to eat  soup with someone you love than steak
with someone you hate .   1 5 : 1 7

2 2 . 3 A dry crust  eaten in  peace is  better  than steak every day
a long with argument and str i fe .   1 7 : 1

FFLLAATTTTEERRYY

2 2 .4 F lattery is  a  t rap;  ev i l  men are caught in  i t ,  but  good men
stay away and s ing for  joy.   2 9 : 5 - 6

2 2 . 5 F lattery is  a  form of hatred and wounds crue l ly.   2 6 : 2 8

2 2 . 6 Pretty words may h ide a wicked heart ,  just as a pretty glaze
covers a common clay pot. 2 6 : 2 3

2 2 .7 In  the end,  people apprec iate f rankness more than f lat tery.
2 8 : 2 3

AANNGGEERR AANNDD  TTEEMMPPEERR

2 2 . 8 As the churn ing of  cream y ie lds butter,  and a b low to the
nose causes b leed ing,  so anger causes quarre ls . 3 0 : 3 3

2 2 . 9 A hot- tempered man starts f ights and gets into a l l  k inds of
t rouble .   2 9 : 2 2

2 2 .1 0 A short-tempered man must bear h is own penalty;  you can ’ t
do much to help h im.  I f  you try once you must try a dozen
t imes! 1 9 : 1 9

2 2 .1 1 As sure ly as a wind from the north br ings cold,  just as sure-
ly a retort  causes anger! 2 5 : 2 3

2 2 .1 2 The k ing ’s  anger is  as dangerous as a l ion ’s .   But h is
approva l  is  as ref resh ing as the dew on grass . 1 9 : 1 2

2 2 .1 3 The k ing ’s fury is  l ike that  of  a  roar ing l ion ;  to rouse h is
anger is  to r isk your l i fe .   2 0 : 2

2 2 .1 4 Yank ing a dog’s ears is  no more fool ish than inter fer ing in
an argument that  isn ’ t  any of  your bus iness .   2 6 : 1 7

2 2 .1 5 Jea lousy is  more dangerous and crue l  than anger.   2 7 : 4

QQUUAARRRREELLIINNGG

2 2 .1 6 To quarrel  with a neighbor is fool ish;  a man with good sense
holds h is tongue. 1 1 : 1 2

2 2 .1 7

2 2 .1 8 A quarre lsome man starts f ights as eas i ly  as a match sets
f i re to paper.   2 6 : 2 1

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but harsh
words cause quarrels. 15:1
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your home?  Be happy,  yes,  rejo ice in  the wife of  your
youth .   Let  her  charms and tender embrace sat is fy you.
Let her  love a lone f i l l  you with de l ight .   Why del ight  your-
se l f  with prost i tutes,  embrac ing what isn ’ t  yours?  For  God
is c lose ly watch ing you,  and He weighs carefu l ly  every-
th ing you do.   5 : 1 5 -2 1

2 5 .1 A worthy wife is  her  husband’s joy and crown; the other
k ind corrodes h is  st rength and tears down everyth ing he
does.   1 2 : 4

2 5 . 2

2 5 . 3 Better  to l ive in  the desert  than with a quarre lsome, com-
pla in ing woman.   2 1 : 1 9

2 5 .4 I t  is  better  to l ive in  the comer of  an att ic  than with a crab-
by woman in  a love ly home.   2 1 : 9

2 5 . 5 I t  is  better  to l ive in  a  corner  of  an att ic  than in  a  beaut i fu l
home with a cranky,  quarre lsome woman.   2 5 : 2 4

CCHHIILLDDRREENN

2 5 . 6 My son,  how happy I  wi l l  be i f  you turn out to be sens ib le !
I t  wi l l  be a publ ic  honor to me.   2 7 : 1 1

2 5 .7 Young man,  obey your father  and your mother.   Take to
heart  a l l  of  the i r  adv ice;  every day and a l l  n ight  long the i r
counsel  wi l l  lead you and save you f rom harm; when you
wake up in  the morn ing,  let  the i r  instruct ions gu ide you
into the new day.   For  the i r  adv ice is  a  beam of l ight  d i rect -
ed into the dark corners of  your mind to warn you of  dan-
ger  and to g ive you a good l i fe .   The i r  counsel  wi l l  keep
you far  away f rom prost i tutes with a l l  the i r  f lat ter ies ,  and
unfa i thfu l  wives of  other  men.   6 : 2 0 -2 4

2 5 . 8 A father  can g ive h is  sons homes and r iches,  but  on ly the
Lord can g ive them understand ing wives.   1 9 : 1 4

RREEBBEELLLLIIOONN

2 5 . 9 A sens ib le son g laddens h is  father.   A rebel l ious son sad-
dens h is  mother.   1 5 : 2 0

2 5 .1 0 HHaappppyy  ii ss   tthhee  mmaann  wwii tthh  aa  lleevveell --hheeaaddeedd  ssoonn;;   ssaadd  tthhee  mmootthheerr   ooff   aa
rreebbeell ..   1 0 : 1

2 5 .1 1 I t’s  no fun to be a rebel ’s  father.   1 7 : 2 1

2 5 .1 2 A rebel l ious son is  a  gr ief  to h is  father  and a b i t ter  b low to
h is  mother.   1 7 : 2 5

2 5 .1 3 A rebel l ious son is  a  ca lamity to h is  father.   1 9 : 1 3

2 5 .1 4 A man who robs h is  parents and says,  “What’s  wrong with
that?”  is  no better  than a murderer.   2 8 : 2 4

The man who finds a wife finds a good thing; she
is a blessing to him from the Lord. 18:22 
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2 4.1 Reverence for  God g ives a man deep strength ;  h is  ch i ldren
have a p lace of  refuge and secur i ty.   1 4 : 2 6

2 4. 2 White ha i r  is  a  crown of  g lory and is  seen most among the
godly.   1 6 : 3 1

2 4. 3 An o ld man ’s grandch i ldren are h is  crowning g lory.   A
ch i ld ’s  g lory is  h is  father.   1 7 : 6

WWIIVVEESS

2 4.4 I f  you can f ind a t ru ly good wife,  she is  worth more than
prec ious gems!  Her husband can t rust  her,  and she wi l l
r ich ly sat is fy h is  needs.   She wi l l  not h inder h im,  but he lp
h im a l l  her  l i fe .   She f inds wool  and f lax and bus i ly  sp ins i t .
She buys imported foods,  brought by sh ip f rom d istant
ports .   She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast  for
her  household ,  and p lans the day ’s work for  her  servant
g i r ls .   She goes out to inspect a f ie ld ,  and buys i t ;  with her
own hands she p lants a v ineyard .   She is  energet ic ,  a  hard
worker,  and watches for  barga ins .   She works far  into the
n ight !  
She sews for  the poor,  and generous ly he lps those in  need.
She has no fear  of  winter  for  her  household ,  for  she has
made warm c lothes for  a l l  of  them.  She a lso upholsters
with f inest  tapestry ;  her  own c loth ing is  beaut i fu l ly  made
– a purp le gown of  pure l inen .   Her husband is  wel l  known,
for  he s i ts  in  the counc i l  chamber with the other  c iv ic  lead-
ers .   She makes be l ted l inen garments to se l l  to the mer-
chants .  
She is  a  woman of  st rength and d ign i ty,  and has no fear  of
o ld age.   When she speaks,  her  words are wise,  and k ind-
ness is  the ru le for  everyth ing she says .   She watches
carefu l ly  a l l  that  goes on throughout her  household ,  and is
never lazy.   Her ch i ldren stand and b less her;  so does her
husband.   He pra ises her  with these words:  “There are
many f ine women in  the wor ld ,  but  you are the best of
them a l l ! ”  
Charm can be decept ive and beauty doesn ’ t  last ,  but  a
woman who fears and reverences God sha l l  be great ly
pra ised.   Pra ise her  for  the many f ine th ings she does.
These good deeds of  hers sha l l  br ing her  honor and recog-
n i t ion f rom people of  importance.  3 1 : 1 0 -3 1

2 4. 5 A constant dr ipp ing on a ra iny day and a cranky woman are
much a l ike!   You can no more stop her  compla ints than you
can stop the wind or  ho ld onto anyth ing with o i l -s l ick
hands.   2 7 : 1 5 -1 6

2 4. 6 A nagg ing wife annoys l ike constant dr ipp ing .   1 9 : 1 3

2 4.7 Dr ink f rom your own wel l ,  my son – be fa i thfu l  and t rue to
your wife .   Why should you beget ch i ldren with women of
the street?  Why share your ch i ldren with those outs ide
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down dark and ev i l  paths ,  and exa l t  in  do ing wrong,  for
they thoroughly enjoy the i r  s ins .   Everyth ing they do is
crooked and wrong.   2 : 1 -1 5
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KKiinnggddoomm  CCoonncceeppttssKK iinnggddoomm  CCoonncceeppttss

A s p eo p le  i n  bus iness,  we need to
unders tand our  employees in  o rder  to mot i -
va te t hem, o r  we wi l l  have p o or p roduc t ion
which wi l l  pu t  us  ou t  of  bus iness .   We a lso
need to unders tand our  cus tomers — wha t
t hey want ,  and why t hey want  i t .   Wi t hou t
unders tanding t hem and t he i r  needs,  we
may b e serv ing t hem wel l  bu t  not  sa t i s fy ing
t hem.   Somet imes a l l  t hey want  i s  to b e
a pprec ia ted o r  recognized.  

Every one of  us  have a t  leas t  four  bas i c
needs:  

1.  TToo  bbee  lloovveedd  aanndd  aapppprreecc iiaatteedd..   

2 . TToo  eexxppeerr iieennccee  aa  sseennssee  ooff
aacchhiieevveemmeenntt   oorr   ssee ll ff --wwoorr tthh ..   

3 .  TToo  hhaavvee  aa  sseennssee  ooff   bbeelloonnggiinngg ..   

4.  TToo  ffeeeell   ff iinnaanncc iiaa ll llyy  sseeccuurree ..   

We should kee p t hese in  mind whenev-
er  we dea l  wi t h  p eo ple,  regardless  of  t he
s i t ua t ion .   Bus iness manag ement  cons is t s  of
mot iva t ing p eo ple to serv i ce ot hers .   

Th is  excerpt  f rom the Leadersh ip Pr inc ip le  of
Developing People .

Foundations for
AchievementAchievement

2 6 .1 Young men who are wise obey the law; a son who is  a
member of  a  lawless gang is  a  shame to h is  father.   2 8 : 7

2 6 . 2 A son who mistreats h is  father  or  mother is  a  publ ic  d is -
grace.   l 9 : 2 6

2 6 . 3 God puts out the l ight  of  the man who curses h is  father  or
mother.   2 0 : 2 0

DDIISSCCIIPPLLIINNEE

2 6 .4 D isc ip l ine your son in  h is  ear ly  years whi le  there is  hope.
I f  you don ’ t  you wi l l  ru in  h is  l i fe    1 9 : 1 8

2 6 . 5 I f  you refuse to d isc ip l ine your son,  i t  proves you don ’ t
love h im;  for  i f  you love h im you wi l l  be prompt to pun ish
h im.   1 3 : 2 4

2 6 . 6 A youngster ’s  heart  is  f i l led with rebel l ion ,  but  pun ishment
wi l l  dr ive i t  out  of  h im.   2 2 : 1 5

2 6 .7 Don ’ t  fa i l  to correct  your ch i ldren;  d isc ip l ine won ’ t  hurt
them!  They won ’ t  d ie i f  you use a st ick on them!
Pun ishment wi l l  keep them out of  he l l .   2 3 : 1 3 -1 4

2 6 . 8 Scold ing and spank ing a ch i ld  he lps h im to learn .  Left  to
h imsel f,  he br ings shame to h is  mother.   2 9 : 1 5

2 6 . 9 D isc ip l ine your son and he wi l l  g ive you happiness and
peace of  mind.   2 9 : 1 7

2 6 .1 0

2 6 .1 1 Pun ishment that  hurts chases ev i l  f rom the heart .   2 0 : 3 0

2 6 .1 2 Every young man who l istens to me and obeys my instruc-
t ions wi l l  be g iven wisdom and good sense.   Yes,  i f  you
want better  ins ight  and d iscernment ,  and are search ing for
them as you would for  lost  money or  h idden t reasure,  then
wisdom wi l l  be g iven you and knowledge of  God Himsel f ;
you wi l l  soon learn the importance of  reverence for  the
Lord and of  t rust ing H im.  
For  the Lord grants wisdom!  H is  every word is  a  t reasure
of knowledge and understand ing.   He grants good sense
to the godly – H is  sa ints .   He is  the i r  sh ie ld ,  protect ing
them and guard ing the i r  pathway.   He shows how to d is -
t ingu ish r ight  f rom wrong,  how to f ind the r ight  dec is ion
every t ime.  
For  wisdom and t ruth wi l l  enter  the very center  of  your
be ing,  f i l l ing your l i fe  with joy.   You wi l l  be g iven the sense
to stay away f rom ev i l  men who want you to be the i r  part -
ners in  cr ime – men who turn f rom God’s ways to walk

Teach a child to choose the right path, and when
he is older he will remain upon it. 22:6 
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PPRRIIDDEE

2 9 .1 The pur i ty of  s i lver  and gold can be tested in  a  cruc ib le,
but a man is  tested by h is  react ion to men ’s pra ise .   2 7 : 2 1

2 9 . 2 Just  as i t  is  harmfu l  to eat  too much honey,  so a lso i t  is
bad for  men to th ink about a l l  the honors they deserve!
2 5 : 2 7

2 9 . 3 There are those who curse the i r  father  and mother,  and
fee l  themselves fau l t less desp i te the i r  many s ins .   They
are proud beyond descr ipt ion,  ar rogant ,  d isda infu l .   They
devour the poor with teeth as sharp as kn ives!   3 0 : 1 1 -1 4

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO TTHHEE  PPRROOUUDD

2 9 .4 Proud men end in  shame, but the meek become wise.   1 1 : 2

2 9 . 5 PPrr iiddee  ddiissgguussttss   tthhee  LLoorrdd..     TTaakkee  mmyy  wwoorrdd  ffoorr   ii tt   ––  pprroouudd  mmeenn  sshhaa ll ll
bbee  ppuunniisshheedd..     1 6 : 5

2 9 . 6 R ich men are conce i ted,  but the i r  rea l  poverty is  ev ident to
the poor.   2 8 : 1 1

2 9 .7 The Lord destroys the possess ions of  the proud but cares
for  widows.   1 5 : 2 5

2 9 . 8

2 9 . 9 A man who refuses to admit  h is  mistakes can never be
successfu l .   But i f  he confesses and forsakes them, he
gets another  chance.   2 8 : 1 3

DDIISSHHOONNEESSTTYY

2 9 .1 0 K indness makes a man att ract ive .   And i t  is  better  to be
poor than d ishonest .   1 9 : 2 2

2 9 .1 1 A man who ass ists a th ief  must rea l ly  hate h imsel f !   For  he
knows the consequence but does i t  anyway.   2 9 : 2 4

2 9 .1 2 DDiisshhoonneesstt   ggaa iinn  wwii ll ll   nneevveerr   llaasstt ,,   ssoo  wwhhyy  ttaakkee  tthhee  rr ii sskk??  2 1 : 6

2 9 .1 3 “Utter ly  worth less!”  says the buyer as he haggles over the
pr ice .   But afterwards he brags about h is  barga in !   2 0 : 1 4

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO TTHHEE  DDIISSHHOONNEESSTT

2 9 .1 4 Quick wealth is  not a b less ing in  the end.   2 0 : 2 1

2 9 .1 5 The Lord loathes a l l  cheat ing and d ishonesty.   2 0 : 2 3

2 9 .1 6 People curse the man who holds h is  gra in  for  h igher  pr ices,
but they b less the man who se l ls  i t  to them in the i r  t ime
of need.   1 1 : 2 6

2 9 .1 7 The Lord desp ises every k ind of  cheat ing .   2 0 : 1 0

2 9 .1 8 Some men enjoy cheat ing,  but  the cake they buy with such
i l l - gotten gra in  wi l l  turn to gravel  in  the i r  mouths .   2 0 : 1 7

Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness
before a fall. 16:18 

29

DEALING WWITH 
SELF-CCONTROL 

2 8 .1 Don ’ t  do as the wicked do.   Avoid the i r  haunts – turn away,
go somewhere e lse,  for  ev i l  men can ’ t  s leep unt i l  they ’ve
done the i r  ev i l  deed for  the day.   They can ’ t  rest  un less
they cause someone to stumble and fa l l .   They eat  and
dr ink wickedness and v io lence!  
But the good man walks a long in  the ever-br ighten ing l ight
of  God’s favor;  the dawn g ives way to morn ing sp lendor,
whi le  the ev i l  man gropes and stumbles in  the dark .
L isten,  son of  mine,  to what I  say.   L isten carefu l ly.   Keep
these thoughts ever in  mind;  let  them penetrate deep
with in your heart ,  for  they wi l l  mean rea l  l i fe  for  you,  and
rad iant  hea l th .  

2 8 . 2  AAbboovvee  aa ll ll   ee ll ssee,,   gguuaarrdd  yyoouurr   aaffffeecctt iioonnss ..     FFoorr   tthheeyy  iinnff lluueennccee  eevveerryy --
tthh iinngg  ee ll ssee  iinn  yyoouurr   ll ii ffee ..   

Spurn the care less k iss of  a  prost i tute .   Stay far  f rom her.
Look stra ight  ahead;  don ’ t  even turn your head to look.
Watch your step.   St ick to the path and be safe .   Don ’ t
s ide -t rack;  pu l l  back your foot f rom danger.   4 : 2 0 -2 7

2 8 . 3 L isten to me,  my son!   I  know what I  am say ing;  l i s ten!
Watch yourse l f,  lest  you be ind iscreet and betray some
vita l  in format ion .   For  the l ips of  a  prost i tute are as sweet
as honey,  and smooth f lat tery is  her  stock in  t rade.   But
afterwards on ly a b i t ter  consc ience is  lef t  to you,  sharp as
a double - edged sword.   She leads you down to death and
hel l .   For  she does not know the path to l i fe .   She staggers
down a crooked t ra i l ,  and doesn ’ t  even rea l i ze where i t
leads .  
Young men,  l i s ten to me and never forget what I ’m about
to say:  Run f rom her !   Don ’ t  go near  her  house,  lest  you
fa l l  to her  temptat ion and lose your honor,  and g ive the
remainder of  your l i fe  to the crue l  and merc i less ;  lest
strangers obta in your weal th ,  and you become a s lave of
fore igners .   Lest  afterwards you groan in  angu ish and in
shame, when syph i l i s  consumes your body,  and you say,
“Oh,  i f  on ly I  had l is tened!   I f  on ly I  had not demanded my
own way!   Oh,  why wouldn ’ t  I  take adv ice?  Why was I  so
stup id?  For  now I  must face publ ic  d isgrace.”   5 : 1 -1 4

GGUUAARRDD YYOOUURR AAFFFFEECCTT IIOONNSS
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the man who commits adul tery with another ’s  wi fe .   He
sha l l  not go unpun ished for  th is  s in .  
Excuses might even be found for  a  th ief,  i f  he stea ls  when
he is  starv ing!   But even so,  he is  f ined seven t imes as
much as he sto le,  though i t  may mean se l l ing everyth ing in
h is  house to pay i t  back.  
But the man who commits adul tery is  an utter  fool ,  for  he
destroys h is  own soul .   Wounds and constant  d isgrace are
h is  lot ,  for  the woman ’s husband wi l l  be fur ious in  h is  jea l -
ousy;  and he wi l l  have no mercy on you in  h is  day of
vengeance.   You won ’ t  be ab le to buy h im of f  no matter
what you of fer.   6 : 2 5 -3 5

3 1.1 I  was look ing out the window of my house one day;  and
saw a s imple -minded lad,  a  young man lack ing common
sense,  walk ing at  twi l ight  down the street to the house of
th is  wayward g i r l ,  a  prost i tute .   She approached h im,  saucy
and pert ,  and dressed seduct ive ly ;  she was the brash,
coarse type,  seen often in  the streets and markets ,  so l ic i t -
ing at  every corner  for  men to be her  lovers .  
She put her  arms around h im and k issed h im,  and with a
saucy look she sa id ,  “ I  was just  coming to look for  you
and here you are!   Come home with me and I ’ l l  f ix  you a
wonderfu l  d inner,  and after  that  – wel l ,  my bed is  spread
with love ly ;  co lored sheets of  f inest  l inen imported f rom
Egypt ,  perfumed with myrrh ,  a loes and c innamon.   Come
on,  let’s  take our  f i l l  of  love unt i l  morn ing,  for  my husband
is away on a long t r ip .   He has taken a wal let  fu l l  of  money
with h im,  and won ’ t  return for  severa l  days .”  
So she seduced h im with her  pretty speech,  her  coax ing
and her  wheedl ing,  unt i l  he y ie lded to her.   He couldn ’ t
res ist  her  f lat tery.   He fo l lowed her  as an ox go ing to the
butcher,  or  as a stag that  is  t rapped,  wai t ing to be k i l led
with an ar row through h is  heart .   He was as a b i rd f ly ing
into a snare,  not knowing the fate await ing i t  there .  
L isten to me,  young men,  and not on ly l i s ten but obey;
don ’ t  let  your des i res get out of  hand;  don ’ t  let  yourse l f
th ink about her.   Don ’ t  go near  her;  stay away f rom where
she walks ,  lest  she tempt you and seduce you.   For  she
has been the ru in  of  mult i tudes – a vast  host of  men have
been her  v ict ims.   I f  you want to f ind the road to he l l ,  look
for  her  house.   7 : 6 -2 7

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO TTHHEE  LLUUSSTTFFUULL

3 1. 2 Only wisdom from the Lord can save a man f rom the f lat -
tery of  prost i tutes;  these g i r ls  have abandoned the i r  hus-
bands and f louted the laws of  God.   The i r  houses l ie  a long
the road to death and he l l .   The men who enter  them are
doomed.   None of  these men wi l l  ever  be the same aga in .  
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3 0 .1 Good men wi l l  be rescued f rom harm, but cheaters wi l l  be
destroyed.   2 8 : 1 8

DDRRUUNNKKEENNNNEESSSS

3 0 . 2 O my son,  be wise and stay in  God’s paths ;  don ’ t  carouse
with drunkards and g luttons,  for  they are on the i r  way to
poverty.   And remember that  too much s leep c lothes a
man with rags .   L isten to your father ’s  adv ice and don ’ t
desp ise an o ld mother ’s  exper ience.   Get the facts at  any
pr ice,  and hold on t ight ly  to a l l  the good sense you can
get .   The father  of  a  godly man has cause for  joy – what
p leasure a wise son is !   So g ive your parents joy!   2 3 : 1 9 -2 5

3 0 . 3

3 0 .4 Whose heart  is  f i l led with angu ish and sorrow?  Who is
a lways f ight ing and quarre l ing?  Who is  the man with
b loodshot eyes and many wounds?  I t  is  the one who
spends long hours in  the taverns,  t ry ing out new mixtures .
Don ’ t  let  the spark le and the smooth taste of  st rong wine
dece ive you.   For  in  the end i t  b i tes l ike a po isonous ser -
pent ;  i t  st ings l ike an adder.  
You wi l l  see ha l luc inat ions and have del i r ium tremens,  and
you wi l l  say fool ish ,  s i l ly  th ings that  would embarrass you
to no end when sober.   You wi l l  stagger l ike a sa i lor  tossed
at sea,  c l ing ing to a swaying mast .   And afterwards you
wi l l  say,  “ I  d idn ’ t even know it when they beat me up…Let’s
go and have another  dr ink!”   2 3 : 2 9 -3 5

3 0 . 5 And i t  is  not for  k ings,  O Lemuel ,  to dr ink wine and
whiskey.   For  i f  they dr ink they may forget the i r  dut ies and
be unable to g ive just ice to those who are oppressed.
Hard l iquor is  for  s ick men at  the br ink of  death ,  and wine
for  those in  deep depress ion .   Let  them dr ink to forget
the i r  poverty and misery.   3 1 : 4 -7

LLUUSSTT

3 0 . 6 O my son,  whom I  have dedicated to the Lord,  do not
spend your t ime with women – the roya l  pathway to
destruct ion .   3 1 : 2 -3

3 0 .7 Do you l ike honey?  Don ’ t  eat  too much of  i t ,  or  i t  wi l l
make you s ick!   2 5 : 1 6

3 0 . 8 Don ’ t  lust  for  a  prost i tute ’s  beauty.   Don ’ t  let  the i r  coy-
ness seduce you.   For  a  prost i tute wi l l  br ing a man to
poverty ;  and an adul teress may cost h im h is  very l i fe .   Can
a man hold f i re  aga inst  h is  chest and not be burned?  Can
he walk on hot coa ls  and not b l ister  h is  feet?  So i t  is  with

Wine gives false courage; hard liquor leads to
brawls; what fools men are to let it master 

them, making them reel drunkenly down the
street! 20:1
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3 3 .1 When ru lers are wicked,  the i r  people are too;  but good
men wi l l  l ive to see the tyrant’s  downfa l l .   2 9 : 1 6

3 3 . 2 TThhee  LLoorrdd  hhaass  mmaaddee  eevveerryytthh iinngg  ffoorr   HHiiss   oowwnn  ppuurrppoosseess  ––  eevveenn  tthhee
wwiicckkeedd,,   ffoorr   ppuunnii sshhmmeenntt ..     1 6 : 4

3 3 . 3 The wicked man is  doomed by h is  own s ins ;  they are ropes
that  catch and hold h im.   He sha l l  d ie because he wi l l  not
l is ten to the t ruth ;  he has let  h imsel f  be led away into
incred ib le fo l ly.   5 : 2 2 -2 3

3 3 .4 The wicked enjoy fe l lowsh ip with others who are wicked;
l ia rs  enjoy l ia rs .   1 7 : 4

3 3 . 5 Wickedness loves company – and leads others into s in .
1 6 : 2 9

3 3 . 6 The wicked accuse;  the godly defend.   1 2 : 6

3 3 .7 The wicked man stares into space with pursed l ips ,  deep in
thought ,  p lann ing h is  ev i l  deeds.   1 6 : 3 0

3 3 . 8 A good man hates l ies ;  wicked men l ie  constant ly  and
come to shame.   1 3 : 5

3 3 . 9 Ev i l  men don ’ t  understand the importance of  just ice,  but
those who fo l low the Lord are much concerned about i t .
2 8 : 5

3 3 .1 0 An ev i l  man loves to harm others ;  be ing a good ne ighbor
is  out of  h is  l ine .   2 1 : 1 0

3 3 .1 1 An ev i l  man is  susp ic ious of  everyone and tumbles into
constant t rouble .   1 7 : 2 0

3 3 .1 2 An ev i l  man sows str i fe;  goss ip separates the best of
f r iends.    1 6 : 2 8

3 3 .1 3

3 3 .1 4 Dece i t  f i l l s  hearts that  are p lott ing for  ev i l;  joy f i l l s  hearts
that  are p lann ing for  good!   1 2 : 2 0

3 3 .1 5 When the wicked prosper,  good men go away;  when the
wicked meet d isaster,  good men return .   2 8 : 2 8

WWAARRNNIINNGGSS TTOO TTHHEE  WWIICCKKEEDD

3 3 .1 6 The wicked l ive for  rebel l ion ;  they sha l l  be severe ly pun-
ished.   1 7 : 1 1

3 3 .1 7 The Lord preserves the upr ight  but ru ins the p lans of  the
wicked.   2 2 : 1 2

3 3 .1 8 The work of  the wicked wi l l  per ish ;  the work of  the godly
wi l l  f lour ish .   1 4 : 1 1

O evil man, leave the upright man alone, and quit 
trying to cheat him out of his rights. Don�t you 

know that this good man, though you trip him up
seven times, will each time rise again? But one

calamity is enough to lay you low. 24:15-16 
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3 2 .1 Fo l low the steps of  the godly instead,  and stay on the
r ight  path ,  for  on ly good men enjoy l i fe  to the fu l l;  ev i l  men
lose the good th ings they might have had;  and they them-
se lves sha l l  be destroyed.   2 : 1 6 -2 2

3 2 . 2 O my son,  t rust  my adv ice – stay away f rom prost i tutes .
For  a  prost i tute is  a  deep and narrow grave.   L ike a robber,
she waits for  her  v ict ims as one after  another  become
unfa i thfu l  to the i r  wives .   2 3 : 2 6 -2 8

3 2 . 3 A wise son makes h is  father  happy;  but a lad who hangs
around with prost i tutes d isgraces h im.   2 9 : 3

3 2 .4 A man who strays f rom home is  l ike a b i rd that  wanders
f rom i ts  nest .   2 7 : 8

3 2 . 5 A beaut i fu l  woman lack ing d iscret ion and modesty is  l ike a
f ine gold r ing in  a  p ig ’s  snout .   1 1 : 2 2

3 2 . 6 A prost i tute is  loud and brash,  and never has enough of
lust  and shame.   She s i ts  at  the door of  her  house or
stands at  the street corners of  the c i ty ;  whisper ing to men
going by;  and to those mind ing the i r  own bus iness .   “Come
home with me,”  she urges s impletons.   “Sto len melons are
the sweetest ;  sto len apples taste the best !”   But they
don ’ t  rea l i ze that  her  former guests are now c i t i zens of
he l l .    9 : 1 3 -1 8

3 2 .7 A prost i tute is  a  dangerous t rap;  those cursed of  God are
caught in  i t .   2 2 : 1 4

3 2 . 8 Pr ide,  lust  and ev i l  act ions are a l l  s in .   2 1 : 4

3 2 . 9 Who can ever say;  “ I  have c leansed my heart ;  I  am s in-
less”?  2 0 : 9

WWIICCKKEEDDNNEESSSS

3 2 .1 0 The wicked f lee when no one is  chas ing them!  But the
godly are bold as l ions!   2 8 : 1

3 2 .1 1 Before every man there l ies a wide and p leasant road that
seems r ight  but ends in  death .   1 4 : 1 2

3 2 .1 2 The Lord desp ises the deeds of  the wicked,  but loves
those who try to be good.   I f  they stop t ry ing,  the Lord
wi l l  pun ish them; i f  they rebel  aga inst  that  pun ishment ,
they wi l l  d ie .   1 5 : 9 -1 0

3 2 .1 3 The Lord hates the thoughts of  the wicked,  but de l ights in
k ind words.   1 5 : 2 6

3 2 .1 4 The Lord hates the g i f ts  of  the wicked,  but de l ights in  the
prayers of  H is  people .   1 5 : 8

3 2 .1 5 Before every man there l ies a wide and p leasant road he
th inks is  r ight ,  but  i t  ends in  death .   1 6 : 2 5

3 2 .1 6 The Lord is  far  f rom the wicked,  but He hears the prayers
of  the r ighteous.   1 5 : 2 9
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3 5 .1 A fa lse witness sha l l  be pun ished and a l ia r  sha l l  be caught .
1 9 : 9

3 5 . 2 The curse of  God is  on the wicked,  but H is  b less ing is  on
the upr ight .   The Lord mocks at  mockers ,  but  he lps the
humble .   The wise are promoted to honor,  but  fools are
promoted to shame!  3 : 3 3 -3 5
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KKiinnggddoomm  CCoonncceeppttssKK iinnggddoomm  CCoonncceeppttss

11.. TTaakkee  cchhaarrggee  ooff  yyoouurr  mmiinndd..

Dis c ip l ine i t  and feed i t  on a d ie t  of  hea l t hy mind
fo od.   Develo p i t  in to a  p rede termined code o r
creed of  wha t  we want  i t  to b ecome .   

22.. CChhoooossee  yyoouurr  ddeessttiinnyy..    

You mus t  cho ose to b ecome somet hing,  such as  a
p os i t ive,  ha ppy and successfu l  p erson .   A mind
cannot  b e p os i t ive wi t hou t  a  d i rec t ion o r  t ra ck to
run on .   I t  wi l l  fo cus on somet hing;  i f  you don’t
g ive i t  d i rec t ion,  i t  wi l l  g o to t he pa t h of  leas t
res is tance .  

33.. SSeeee  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  pprreesseenntt..    

A long t he way in  pursu i t  of  ha ppiness o r  success,
you wi l l  run in to s i t ua t ions .   Wi t hin  every s i t ua t ion,
you mus t  see t he fu ture whi ch wi l l  take us one
s te p c loser  to your  g oa l .   This  b r ings ho p e,  and
ho p e s t imula tes and mot iva tes you in to a c t ion to
overcome t he s i t ua t ions .   Whenever you have dis-
courag ing t houg ht s,  you mus t  re-fo cus on your
g oa l  and t he rewards of  overcoming .  

44.. YYoouu  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ffoouunnddaattiioonn..

I t ’s  one t hing to b e l ieve,  bu t  anot her  t hing to have
t he r ig ht  to b e l ieve  .Wi t h  every g oa l,  t here mus t
b e t he r ig ht  reason;  wi t h  every dream, t here mus t
b e a r ig ht  pur p ose;  and fo r  success,  t here mus t  b e
r ig ht  p r inc ip les .   

SSuucccceessss  ii ss   gguuaarrddeedd  bbyy  pprroobblleemmss ..
Th is  excerpt  f rom the Se l f -Government  Pr inc ip le  
of  At t i tude.

Foundations for
AchievementAchievement

3 4.1 Wickedness never br ings rea l  success;  on ly the godly have
that .   1 2 : 3

3 4. 2 The wicked sha l l  per ish ;  the godly sha l l  stand.   1 2 : 7

3 4. 3 The wicked man ’s fears wi l l  a l l  come true,  and so wi l l  the
good man ’s hopes.   D isaster  st r ikes l ike a cyc lone and the
wicked are whi r led away.   But the good man has a st rong
anchor.   1 0 : 2 4 -2 5

3 4.4 When the godly are successfu l ,  everyone is  g lad .   When
the wicked succeed,  everyone is  sad.   2 8 : 1 2

3 4. 5 No rea l  harm befa l ls  the good,  but there is  constant  t rou-
b le for  the wicked.   1 2 : 2 1

3 4. 6 You can be very sure the ev i l  man wi l l  not go unpun ished
forever.   And you can a lso be very sure that  God wi l l  res-
cue the ch i ldren of  the godly.   1 1 : 2 1

3 4.7 Those who p lot  ev i l  sha l l  wander away and be lost ,  but
those who p lan good sha l l  be granted mercy and qu iet -
ness .   1 4 : 2 2

3 4. 8 Even the godly sha l l  be rewarded here on earth ;  how much
more the wicked!   1 1 : 3 1

3 4. 9 Because the wicked are unfa i r,  the i r  v io lence boomerangs
and destroys them.  2 1 : 7

3 4.1 0 A man ’s goodness he lps h im a l l  through l i fe,  whi le  ev i l  men
are be ing destroyed by the i r  wickedness.   1 3 : 6

3 4.1 1 I f  you repay ev i l  for  good,  a  curse is  upon your home.   1 7 : 1 3

3 4.1 2 The man who sets a t rap for  others wi l l  get  caught in  i t
h imsel f.   Ro l l  a  boulder  down on someone,  and i t  wi l l  ro l l
back and crush you.   2 6 : 2 7

3 4.1 3

3 4.1 4 A murderer ’s  consc ience wi l l  dr ive h im into he l l .  Don ’ t  stop
h im!  2 8 : 1 7

3 4.1 5 A man with hate in  h is  heart  may sound p leasant enough,
but don ’ t  be l ieve h im;  for  he is  curs ing you in  h is  heart .
Though he pretends to be so k ind,  h is  hatred wi l l  f ina l ly
come to l ight  for  a l l  to see.   2 6 : 2 4 -2 6

3 4.1 6 When an ev i l  man d ies ,  h is  hopes a l l  per ish ,  for  they are
based upon th is  earth ly l i fe .   1 1 : 7

3 4.1 7 The Lord hates the stubborn but de l ights in  those who are
good.   1 1 : 2 0

3 4.1 8 There are two th ings never sat is f ied,  l ike a leech forever
crav ing more:  no,  three th ings!  no,  four !   Hel l ,  the barren
womb, a barren desert ,  f i re .   3 0 : 1 5 -1 6

3 4.1 9 Curses chase s inners ,  whi le  b less ings chase the r ighteous!
1 3 : 2 1

The wicked will finally lose; the righteous will 
finally win. 21:18 
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boundar ies .   I  was there when He made the b luepr int  for
the earth and oceans.   I  was the craftsman at  H is  s ide .   I
was His constant de l ight ,  rejo ic ing a lways in  H is  presence.
And how happy I  was with what He created – H is  wide
wor ld and a l l  H is  fami ly  of  mank ind!   And so,  young men,
l is ten to me,  for  how happy are a l l  who fo l low my instruc-
t ions .  
L isten to my counsel  – oh,  don ’ t  refuse i t  –  and be wise .
Happy is  the man who is  so anx ious to be with me that  he
watches for  me da i ly  at  my gates,  or  wai ts for  me outs ide
my home!  For  whoever f inds me f inds l i fe  and wins
approva l  f rom the Lord.   But the one who misses me has
injured h imsel f  i r reparab ly ;  Those who refuse me show that
they love death .”   8 : 1 4 -3 6

3 7.1 I t  is  God’s pr iv i lege to concea l  th ings,  and the k ing ’s  pr iv i -
lege to d iscover and invent .   You cannot understand the
he ight  of  heaven,  the s ize of  the earth or  a l l  that  goes on
in the k ing ’s  mind!   2 5 : 2 -3

3 7. 2 To learn ,  you must want to be taught .   To refuse reproof is
stup id .  1 2 : 1

3 7. 3 Every word of  God proves t rue .   He defends a l l  who come
to Him for  protect ion .   Do not add to H is words,  lest  He
rebuke you,  and you be found a l ia r.   3 0 : 5 - 6

3 7.4 LL ii ss tteenn  ttoo  tthh ii ss   wwiissee  aaddvviiccee;;   ffooll llooww  ii tt   cc lloossee llyy,,   ffoorr   ii tt   wwii ll ll   ddoo  yyoouu
ggoooodd,,   aanndd  yyoouu  ccaann  ppaassss   ii tt   oonn  ttoo  ootthheerrss ::     TTrruusstt   iinn  tthhee  LLoorrdd..     IInn  tthhee
ppaasstt ,,   hhaavveenn’’ tt   II   bbeeeenn  rr iigghhtt??    TThheenn  bbeell iieevvee  wwhhaatt   II   aamm  ttee ll ll iinngg  yyoouu
nnooww,,   aanndd  sshhaarree  ii tt   wwii tthh  ootthheerrss ..   2 2 : 1 7 -2 1

3 7. 5 My son,  how I  wi l l  rejo ice i f  you become a man of  common
sense.   Yes,  my heart  wi l l  thr i l l  to your thoughtfu l ,  wise
words.   2 3 : 1 5 -1 6

3 7. 6 How much better  is  wisdom than gold ,  and understand ing
than s i lver !   1 6 : 1 6

3 7.7 The Lord is  watch ing everywhere and keeps His eye on
both the ev i l  and the good.   1 5 : 3

3 7. 8 My son,  honey whets the appet i te,  and so does wisdom!
When you enjoy becoming wise,  there is  hope for  you.   A
br ight  future l ies ahead!   2 4 : 1 3 -1 4

FFRRUUIITTSS OOFF  WWIISSDDOOMM

3 7. 9 The wise man is  known by h is  common sense,  and a p leas-
ant  teacher is  the best .   1 6 : 2 1

3 7.1 0 The adv ice of  a  wise man ref reshes l ike water  f rom a
mounta in spr ing .   Those accept ing i t  become aware of  the
p i t fa l ls  on ahead.   1 3 : 1 4

3 7.1 1 A fool ’s  fun is  be ing bad;  a  wise man ’s fun is  be ing wise!
1 0 : 2 3
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WISDOM 

3 6 .1 Wisdom shouts in  the streets for  a  hear ing .   She ca l ls  out
to the crowds a long Main Street ,  and to the judges in  the i r
courts ,  and to everyone in  a l l  the land:  “You s impletons!”
she cr ies .   “How long wi l l  you go on be ing fools?  How
long wi l l  you scof f  at  wisdom and f ight  the facts?  Come
here and l is ten to me!  I ’ l l  pour out the sp i r i t  of  wisdom
upon you,  and make you wise .   I  have ca l led you so often
but st i l l  you won ’ t  come.   I  have p leaded,  but a l l  in  va in .
For  you have spurned my counsel  and reproof.   Some day
you ’ l l  be in  t rouble,  and I ’ l l  l augh!   Mock me,  wi l l  you?  I ’ l l
mock you!   When a storm of ter ror  surrounds you,  and
when you are engul fed by angu ish and d ist ress,  then I  wi l l
not  answer your cry for  he lp .   I t  wi l l  be too late though
you search for  me ever so anx ious ly.  
“For  you c losed your eyes to the facts and d id not choose
to reverence and t rust  the Lord,  and you turned your back
on me,  spurn ing my adv ice .   That  is  why you must eat  the
b i t ter  f ru i t  of  hav ing your own way and exper ience the fu l l
ter rors of  the pathway you have chosen.   For  you turned
away f rom me – to death ;  your own complacency wi l l  k i l l
you.   Fools !   But a l l  who l is ten to me sha l l  l ive in  peace
and safety,  unafra id .”   1 : 2 0 -3 3

3 6 . 2 “ I ,  Wisdom,  g ive  good adv i ce  and  common sense .
Because of  my strength ,  k ings re ign in  power,  and ru lers
make just  laws.   I  love a l l  who love me.   Those who search
for  me sha l l  sure ly f ind me.   Unending r iches,  honor,  just ice
and r ighteousness are mine to d ist r ibute .   My g i f ts  are bet-
ter  than the purest  of  gold or  ster l ing s i lver !   My paths are
those of  just ice and r ight .   Those who love and fo l low me
are indeed wealthy.   I  f i l l  the i r  t reasur ies .   The Lord formed
me in the beg inn ing,  before He created anyth ing e lse .
From ages past ,  I  am.  I  ex isted before the earth began.   I
l ived before the oceans were created,  before the spr ings
bubbled forth the i r  waters onto the earth ;  before the
mounta ins and the h i l l s  were made.   Yes,  I  was born before
God made the earth and f ie lds ,  and the f i rst  handfu ls  of
so i l .   I  was there when He estab l ished the heavens and
formed the great  spr ings in  the depths of  the oceans.   I
was there when He set the l imi ts of  the seas and gave
them H is  i ns t ruc t ions  not  to  sp read  beyond  the i r

TTHHEE VVOOIICCEE OOFF WWIISSDDOOMM
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3 9 .1 Wisdom is  enshr ined in  the hearts of  men of  common
sense,  but i t  must shout loudly before fools wi l l  hear  i t .
1 4 : 3 3

3 9 . 2 A mocker never f inds the wisdom he c la ims he is  look ing
for,  yet  i t  comes eas i ly  to the man with common sense.  1 4 : 6

3 9 . 3 The s impleton is  crowned with fo l ly ;  the wise man is
crowned with knowledge.   1 4 : 1 8

3 9 .4 A rebel ’s  fool ish ta lk  should pr ick h is  own pr ide!   But the
wise man ’s speech is  respected.   1 4 : 3

3 9 . 5 Fear  of  man is  a  dangerous t rap,  but to t rust  in  God means
safety.   2 9 : 2 5

3 9 . 6 He who loves wisdom loves h is  own best interest  and wi l l
be a success .   1 9 : 8

3 9 .7 Hope deferred makes the heart  s ick;  but  when dreams
come true at  last ,  there is  l i fe  and joy.  1 3 : 1 2

3 9 . 8 The depths of  he l l  a re open to God’s knowledge.   How
much more the hearts of  a l l  mank ind!   1 5 : 1 1

3 9 . 9 A man with good sense is  apprec iated.   A t reacherous man
must walk a rocky road.   1 3 : 1 5

3 9 .1 0 Where there is  ignorance of  God,  cr ime runs wi ld ;  but
what a wonderfu l  th ing i t  is  for  a  nat ion to know and keep
His laws.   2 9 : 1 8

3 9 .1 1

3 9 .1 2 I f  you search for  good you wi l l  f ind God’s favor;  i f  you
search for  ev i l  you wi l l  f ind H is  curse .   1 1 : 2 7

WWIISSEE  OOBBSSEERRVVAATTIIOONNSS

3 9 .1 3 I  am t i red out ,  O God,  and ready to d ie .   I  am too stup id
even to ca l l  mysel f  a  human be ing!   I  cannot understand
man,  let  a lone God.   Who e lse but God goes back and
forth to heaven?  Who e lse ho lds the wind in  H is  f ists ,  and
wraps up the oceans in  H is  c loak?  Who but God has cre-
ated the wor ld?  I f  there is  any other,  what is  h is  name –
and h is  son ’s name – i f  you know i t?   3 0 : 2 - 4

3 9 .1 4 There are three th ings too wonderfu l  for  me to understand
– no,  four !  

How an eagle g l ides through the sky.
How a serpent crawls upon a rock.
How a sh ip f inds i ts  way across the heav ing ocean.
The growth of  love between a man and a g i r l . 3 0 : 1 8 -1 9

3 9 .1 5 There is  another  th ing too:  how a prost i tute can s in  and
then say;  “What’s  wrong with that?”   3 0 : 2 0

Silver and gold are purified by fire, but God 
purifies hearts. 17:3 
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3 8 .1 The anger of  the k ing is  a  messenger of  death and a wise
man wi l l  appease i t .   1 6 : 1 4

3 8 . 2

3 8 . 3 A wise woman bu i lds her  house,  whi le  a  fool ish woman
tears hers down by her  own ef forts .   1 4 : 1

3 8 .4 AA  mmaann’’ss   ccoonnsscc iieennccee  ii ss   tthhee  LLoorrdd’’ss   sseeaarrcchh ll iigghhtt   eexxppooss iinngg  hh ii ss   hh iiddddeenn
mmoott iivveess ..   2 0 : 2 7

3 8 . 5 A growing populat ion is  a  k ing ’s  g lory ;  a  dwindl ing nat ion
is  h is  doom.  1 4 : 2 8

3 8 . 6 To do r ight  honors God;  to s in  is  to desp ise H im.   1 4 : 2

3 8 .7 To compla in  about the law is  to pra ise wickedness.   To
obey the law is  to f ight  ev i l .   2 8 : 4

PPRROOMMIISSEESS TTOO TTHHEE  WWIISSEE

3 8 . 8 Reverence for  God adds hours to each day;  so how can the
wicked expect a long,  good l i fe?   The hope of  good men is
eterna l  happiness;  the hopes of  ev i l  men are a l l  in  va in .
God protects the upr ight  but destroys the wicked.   The
good sha l l  never lose God’s b less ings,  but  the wicked sha l l
lose everyth ing .   The good man g ives wise adv ice,  but  the
l ia r ’s  counsel  is  shunned.   The upr ight  speak what is  he lp-
fu l;  the wicked speak rebel l ion .   1 0 : 2 7 -3 2

3 8 . 9 TThhee  LLoorrdd  ii ss   aa  ss tt rroonngg  ffoorr tt rreessss ..     TThhee  ggooddllyy  rruunn  ttoo  HHiimm  aanndd  aarree  ssaaffee ..
1 8 : 1 0

3 8 .1 0 The path of  the godly leads to l i fe .  So why fear  death? 1 2 : 2 8

3 8 .1 1 Ev i l  men sha l l  bow before the godly.  1 4 : 1 9  

3 8 .1 2 Godl iness exa l ts  a nat ion,  but  s in  is  a  reproach to any peo-
p le .   1 4 : 3 4

3 8 .1 3 The godly have a refuge when they d ie,  but  the wicked are
crushed by the i r  s ins .   1 4 : 3 2

3 8 .1 4 Reverence for  God g ives l i fe,  happiness,  and protect ion
from harm.  1 9 : 2 3

3 8 .1 5 Reverence for  the Lord is  a  founta in of  l i fe;  i ts  waters keep
a man f rom death .   1 4 : 2 7

3 8 .1 6 A man is  a  fool  to t rust  h imsel f !   But those who use God’s
wisdom are safe .   2 8 : 2 6

3 8 .1 7 Wisdom is  a  founta in of  l i fe  to those possess ing i t ,  but  a
fool ’s  burden is  h is  fo l ly.   1 6 : 2 2

3 8 .1 8 Wise men are pra ised for  the i r  wisdom; fools are desp ised
for  the i r  fo l ly.   1 4 : 2 4

A wise man is mightier than a strong man. 
Wisdom is mightier than strength. 24:5 
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INN CONNCLUSIONN .. .

The man who knows r ight  f rom wrong and has good judg-
ment and common sense is  happier  than the man who is
immensely r ich !   For  such wisdom is  far  more va luab le than pre-
c ious jewels .   Noth ing e lse compares with i t .   Wisdom g ives:  

AA  lloonngg,,   ggoooodd  ll ii ffee  
RR iicchheess  
HHoonnoorr
PP lleeaassuurree  
PPeeaaccee  

Wisdom is  a t ree of  l i fe  to those who eat  her  f ru i t ;  happy is
the man who keeps on eat ing i t .  

The Lord’s wisdom founded the earth ;  H is  understand ing
estab l ished a l l  the un iverse and space.   The deep founta ins of
the earth were broken open by His knowledge,  and the sk ies
poured down ra in .  

Have two goa ls :   wisdom – knowing and do ing r ight  – and
common sense.   Don ’ t  let  them s l ip  away;  for  they f i l l  you with
l iv ing energy;  and br ing you honor and respect .   They keep you
safe f rom defeat  and d isaster  and f rom stumbl ing of f  the t ra i l .
With them on guard you can s leep without fear;  and you need
not be af ra id of  d isaster  or  the p lots of  the wicked men;  for  the
Lord is  with you;  He protects you.  

My son,  never forget the th ings I ’ve taught you.   I f  you
want a long and sat is fy ing l i fe,  c lose ly fo l low my instruct ions .
Never t i re  of  loya l ty and k indness .   Hold these v i r tues t ight ly.
Wr i te them deep with in  your heart .   I f  you want favor with both
God and man,  and a reputat ion for  good judgment and common
sense,  then t rust  the Lord complete ly ;  don ’ t  ever t rust  yourse l f.
In  everyth ing you do,  put God f i rst ,  and He wi l l  d i rect  you and
crown your ef forts with success . C h a p t e r  3

41

God�s laws are perfect.�s
They protect us, make us wise and give

us joy and light.
They are more desirable than gold.

They are sweeter than honey dripping 
from a honeycomb.

For they warn us away from harm and 
give success to those who obey them.

Psalms 19 

4 0 .1 Just  as water  is  turned into i r r igat ion d i tches,  so the Lord
d i rects the k ing ’s  thoughts .   He turns them wherever He
wants to.   2 1 : 1

4 0 . 2 There are four  th ings that  are smal l  but  unusua l ly  wise:  
Ants :  they aren ’ t  st rong,  but store up food for  the

winter.
C l i f f  badgers :  de l icate l i t t le  an ima ls  who protect

themselves by l iv ing among the rocks .
The locusts :  though they have no leader,  they stay

together  in  swarms.
The l i zards :  they are easy to catch and k i l l ,  yet  are

found even in  k ing ’s  pa laces! 3 0 : 2 4 -2 8

4 0 . 3 There are three state ly monarchs in  the earth – no four :  
The l ion ,  k ing of  the an imals .   He won ’ t  turn as ide for

anyone.
The peacock.
The male goat .
A k ing as he leads h is  army.   3 0 : 2 9 -3 1

4 0 .4 There are three th ings that  make the earth t remble – no,
four  i t  cannot stand:

A s lave who becomes a k ing .
A rebel  who prospers .
A b i t ter  woman when she f ina l ly  marr ies .
A servant g i r l  who marr ies her  mistress’  husband.

3 0 : 2 1 -2 3

4 0 . 5 For  these are s ix th ings the Lord hates – no,  seven:
Haught iness,
Ly ing,
Murder ing,
P lott ing ev i l ,
Eagerness to do wrong,
A fa lse witness,
Sowing d iscord among brothers .   6 : 1 6 -1 9
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TTHHEE  RROOUUNNDDTTAABBLLEE

WWhhaatt   ii ss  aa  RRoouunnddttaabbllee??
The La Red Roundtab le is  a  one hour weekly meet ing of  up

to seven persons.   They should be of
the same gender,  and get together
to d iscuss and ana lyze a bus iness
subject  led by a Fac i l i tator.

11 ..     PPuurrppoossee::     
···· To renew our minds through
new ideas .  To  deve lop  ou r
minds through d iscuss ions of  the pr inc ip les spec i f ica l ly
prepared for  the Roundtab le Network.

22..     GGooaallss ::
···· Bu i ld a t ransformat iona l  group.
···· Mentor Persona l  Growth under God' s Umbre l la .
···· Bu i ld a Bus iness Support  System.
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TThhee  RRoouunnttddaabbllee  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ffooll lloowwiinngg  tt iimmee  ffrraammeess::

AA..   FF ii rrsstt   1100  mmiinnuutteess
···· Let  part ic ipants comment on the
resu l ts  of  pract ic ing last  week' s
pr inc ip le .   Th is  is  done whi le  eat ing
and shar ing .

BB..   NNeexxtt   4400  mmiinnuutteess
···· Ask that  the pr inc ip le be read s low-
ly and have people under l ine the important  ideas .

···· Equa l ly  d iv ide the speak ing and read ing t ime among ALL
the part ic ipants

···· Promote the part ic ipat ion of  EVERYONE.   Have them
answer quest ions .

···· Keep the d iscuss ion go ing.   Focus on the subject .

···· Encourage EVERYONE to take notes .

CC  FF iinnaa ll   1100  mmiinnuutteess

···· Ask EVERYONE to eva luate themselves f rom (1 to 10)  on
the appl icat ion of  each pr inc ip le stud ied.

···· Pray for  a l l  prayer  requests .

a
b

c
1 HOUR

HOW TO ENTER THE

KINGDOM OF GOD

1.  Acknowledge your need of  God,  and that  without H im you
are a fa i lure .  

2 .  Recogn ize that  Jesus is  the K ing,  and in  charge of  the
Kingdom. 

3 .  Accept H im as your persona l  Sav ior  and so lut ion .  

4.  Ask Him da i ly  to ru le and be the Lord of  your l i fe,  and fo l -
low His instruct ions .  

PPRRIINNCCIIPPLLEESS FFOORR  SSUUCCCCEESSSS

Our l ives can be bu i l t  on a foundat ion of  success by putt ing
the fo l lowing pr inc ip les in  pract ice :

I n  o rde r  to  make
these pr inc ip les part  of
our  da i ly  l ives ,  they f i rst
need to be implemented
in our  minds.   Our per -
sona l  behav io r  beg ins
with the way we th ink .

AACCHHIIEEVVIINNGG TTHHEE  CCHHAANNGGEE

By constant ly  interna l i z ing the Pr inc ip les g iven to us by
God,  and by implement ing them in our  hearts ,  we can ach ieve a
renovat ion of  our  minds.

Part ic ipat ion in  a  Roundtab le g ives
you the opportun i ty to learn and pract ice
the pr inc ip les .

““ .. .. .. AA ss   aa   mm aa nn   tt hh ii nn kk ee tt hh ,,   ss oo   ii ss   hh ee .. .. .. ””

42

QualityQu
A

h
o

n
e

s
t

y

hh
u

m
il

it
y

u
m

il
it

y

IIn
t

e
g

r
it

y
n

t
e

g
r

it
y

g
e

n
e

r
o

s
it

yy

W
is

e
P
l

a
n

n
inn

g

SS
e

l
f

e
l

f
CC

o
n

t
r

oo
o

n
t

r
ooo

llll

hh
a

r
d

 
a

r
d

WW
o

r
kk

o
r

kkkkkk

T In od

Thoughts Actions Behavior Habits Destiny



44

For those who want to lead
a World in Transition...

These Foundational Principles of God�s
Kingdom will give you insight into:
· The value of conflicts and how to resolve them
· The value and purpose of developing your own leaders
· How to keep your organization on track through proper

discipline
· How to handle pressure without destroying you and

others
· How to plan for positive results
· How to get the most value out of common sense
· How to turn problem people into team players
· How to create a productive environment

Plus much more of what you need to know to wisely
and confidently lead, manage, and supervise yourself
and others!

We Build on Absolutes!
This one-year character development program is being

used in 5 continents by government officials, business
leaders and pastors as a part of building their Nations
under God.

IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN

To participate, or for more information about La Red
Business Network, call, write, or visit us on the Internet at: 

E-mail: lared@tusco.net
Internet: www.lared.org 
La Red, PO Box 315, 
Berlin, Ohio 44610 

Tel. (330) 893- 3390
Fax (330) 893- 3375

This ministry is funded through the membership and dona-
tions of people who believe that the future is in the
Kingdom of God.

Foundations for
AchievementAchievement


